Vista: October 19, 2006 by University of San Diego
University of San Diego
Digital USD
USD Vista USD News
10-19-2006
Vista: October 19, 2006
University of San Diego
Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.sandiego.edu/vista
This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the USD News at Digital USD. It has been accepted for inclusion in USD Vista by an
authorized administrator of Digital USD. For more information, please contact digital@sandiego.edu.
Digital USD Citation
University of San Diego, "Vista: October 19, 2006" (2006). USD Vista. 540.
https://digital.sandiego.edu/vista/540
in brief Graduate School fair 




Gamma are putting 
on the Breastival, a 
philanthropic event 
to raise money for 
the Susan G. Ko-
men Breast Cancer 
Foundation as a 
means of reaching 
out to hundreds of 
breast cancer survi­
vors and victims. 
The Breastival 
will begin Oct. 23 
and end Oct 26. 
This event will 
include several 
speakers, includ­
ing a breast cancer 
survivor and an al­
ternative healing 
counselor. 
On Oct. 26, there 
will be carnival 
games, prizes and 
food in front of the 
University Center. 




dents of various 
universities in the 
San Diego area 
have organised 
a Mission Beach 
clean up Saturday 
November 18. Free 
Starbucks coffee 
will be offered to 
all participants. 
You can pre-reg-
ister online through 
the A.S. website, 
or drop by UC 225 









Oct. 17, USD's Career 
Services hosted its annual 
Graduate School Fair. 
Over seventy graduate 
schools were represented 
at the fair, including Uni­
versity of Southern Cali­
fornia and New York Law 
School. 
In addition, several 
test preparation programs 
were present. These pro­
grams included Kaplan 
test Prep, Admissions and 
The Princeton Review. 
The fair was primarily 
intended to get students 
thinking about options 
after USD and to draw 
them into Career Services 
if they have questions 
or need more informa­
tion regarding what their 
choices are. 
The Graduate School 
Fair was not only for 
students who know what 
they want to do. In fact, 
many schools sent repre­
sentatives who were able 
to answer questions re­
garding graduate admis­
sions in general, rather 
than the requirements for 
specific programs. 
Career Services also 
provided information to 
help get students start­
ed. There were fliers on 
how to talk to a graduate 
SAFIYA GOVANI/THE VISTA 
Students speak with graduate school representatives 
at Career Services Graduate School Fair. 
school representative and 
what questions to ask him. 
In addition, there was in­
formation regarding how 
to decide whether to go to 
graduate school and how 
to establish personal cri­
teria for possible schools. 
"We know that the Uni­
versity of San Diego has 
high-caliber students and 
we really think they will 
be an asset to the Loyola 
Marymount University 
community," said Alison 
Izawa Hirano, a Graduate 
Admissions Coordina­
tor at Loyola Marymount 
University. 
There was also infor­
mation on the process 
of applying to graduate 
schools. Pamphlets pro­
viding a timeline of how 
and when to apply to 
graduate school can be 
found in the Career Ser­
vices office. 
Incident in Mission 
Beach impacts 





Chief Copy Editor 
The students, faculty 
and administration of 
USD reacted with shock 
and confusion as infor­
mation regarding the rob­
bery and sexual assault 
of USD students this 
weekend spread through 
the USD community. 
The official San Di­
ego Police Department 
report states that the 
crimes on Sun. Oct. 15 
in Mission Beach began 
with an armed robbery at 
3200 Strandway at 2:55 
a.m. They involved eight 
men with semi-automatic 
hand guns. 
Forty-five min. later, 
two males entered a resi­
dence on San Fernando 
where, joined by two 
other male intruders, they 
held four USD students 
at gunpoint and robbed 
them. The two female 
students were moved 
to a separate room and 
sexually assaulted, after 
which the perpetrators 
escaped. 
Through community 
news sources and word-
of-mouth, students and 
faculty received pieces 
of information concern­
ing the crimes. President 
Dr. Lyons issued an email 
of reaction and response, 
but many in our campus 
community remained 
only partially informed 
as to what actually took 
place at Mission Beach. 
The President's email 
focused on the immedi­
ately available resources 
on campus for personal 
safety concerns. 
Pamela Gray, Assis­
tant VP of Public Rela­
tions, encourages the 
USD community to sup-
portively unite in light of 
recent events. "We are. a 
smaller community... we 
can go the extra mile and 
take Care of each other," 
Gray said. 
At a Mission Beach 
meeting on Monday 
night at the Santa Clara 
Recreation Center, 
SDPD police officers and 
members of the Mission 
Beach community came 
together to address the 
issue of crime and safety 
in the beach areas in light 
of the attack. 
Assistant Chief of 
Police William Maheu 
See Mission Beach, 
page 4 




As of Oct. 1, 2006, 
the Public Safety Annual 
Campus Safety Report is 
available for viewingby 
the public (students and 
non-students). 
This report contains 
information regarding 
crimes committed on 
campus or on property 
controlled by the Uni­
versity of San Diego and 
reported to Public Safety 
for the last three years. 
This security report is 
published to comply with 
the Jeanne Cleary Dis­
closure of Security Po­
lice and Campus Crime 
Statistics Act of 1998. 
The Cleary Act re­
quires all universities to 
warn the campus com­
munity regarding safety 
issues by publishing an 
annual security report 
that is accessible to ev­
eryone. It also requires 
that campus security in­
form the campus com­
munity where to find in­
formation about crimes 
committed on campus 
and where to find infor­
mation about registered 
sex offenders. 
However, the report 
is not intended merely to 
comply with the law; it is 
also a valuable tool for 
the student community. 
The seventy-nine page 
report also includes a 
message from Public 
Safety regarding their 
goals and the purpose of 
preparing the Annual Re­
port. 
The report provides 
information for students 
about safety programs 
and first aid programs 
available to them. 
The report advertises 
safe options for students, 
including College Cab, 
a service that allows 
USD students to request 
a College Cab service 
and receive a discount on 
the fare. This service is 
offered through Orange 
Cab. 
There are also guide­
lines to keep students 
safe on and around cam­
pus, and options for stu­
dents who are victims 
or witnesses to a crime. 
Some of this information 
includes the rights of the 
victim and the steps they 
need to take if they are 
the victim of a crime. 
The University's pol-
See Report, page 2 
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The Vista publication is written and edited by 
USD students and funded by revenues generated 
by advertising and a student fee. Advertising 
material published is for information purposes 
only and is not to be construed as an expressed 
or implied endorsement or verification of such 
commercial venues by the staff or University. The 
Vista office is located in the lower level of the 
University Center, room 114B. 
All inquiries should be sent to: 
The Vista 
5998 Alcala Park 
San Diego. CA 92110 
The first copies of the newspaper are complimen­
tary. all copies thereafter are 25 cents charge. 
Opinions expressed in The Vista other than 
unsigned editorials are the opinions of the writers 
or columnists and not necessarily those of The 
Vista staff. 
Letters to the Editor can be submitted to The Vista 
office. Letters should be limited to 300 words and 
must be signed. For identification purposes. USD 
identification numbers and writer's year must be 
included in the letter. The Vista reserves the right 
to edit published letters. Any content sent to the 
editor will be considered for publication unless 
otherwise stated. 
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Laura Longobardi 
News Editor 
Leaders seek peace on 
the Ivory Coast 
Eight African leaders 
met at the headquarters 
of the African Union to 
resolve political unrest 
in the Ivory Coast. 
This month's elec­
tions have been post­
poned because of the 
political division in the 
area and the fact that 
rebel groups have not 
been disarmed. 
There is still debate 
whether current Presi­
dent Laurent Gbagbo 
should retain his power 
until the new president 
is elected. 
The country has 
been divided since the 
2002 rebel takeover of 
the northern part of the 
country. 
Fourteen South Af­
rican MPs guilty of 
fraud 
Fourteen current and 
former South African 
MPs, mostly members 
of the African National 
Congress, have pleaded 
guilty of fraud. 
The MPs admitted to 
hiring expensive cars and 
staying at luxury hotels on 
taxpayers' money. 
Because they have 
pleaded guilty, all of them 
have been given fines or 
suspended prison sen­
tences. 
It is not yet apparent 
whether or not they will 
have to resign from parli-
ment. 
US warns North Korea 
over a second nuclear 
test 
The United States 
warned North Korea 
against a second test of 
nuclear weapons. 
France said they will 
require a stronger re­
sponse than the sanctions 
imposed by the UN if 
North Korea carries out a 
second test. 
North Korea has re­
sponded that these sanc­
tions are a declaration of 
war. 
Oct. 17, US intelli­
gence confirmed that last 
weeks explosions were 
nuclear. 
There are now reports 
from Japan and South 
Korea that a second test 
is being prepared. 
UN race deadlocked in 
Latin America Security 
Council 
The fierce battle for 
one of the seats on Latin 
America's UN Security 
Council will go into a 
second day. 
Neither Guatemala nor 
Venezuela were able to 
gamer enough votes after 
ten rounds of voting. 
Guatemala is currently 
ahead of Venezuela but 
they are still short of the 
124 votes necessary to 
win the seat. 
Venezuela is a strong 
critic of Washington, D.C. 
Guatemala is supported 
by the US and much of 
western EurQpe. 
Voting will resume on 
Thursday. 
Metro train collision in 
Rome leaves one dead 
At approximately 9:40 
a.m. on Oct. 17 two metro 
trains collided during rush 
hour in Rome. 
The collision occurred 
at Piazza Vittorio Emanu-
ele II station at the center 
of Rome. 
The crash occurred 
when a train arriving to the 
station collided with the 
train leaving the station. 
One passenger died in 
the collision and 110 other 
passengers were injured, 
several of them seriously 
injured. 
Rescue efforts were 
made difficult by a dust 
and a lack of lighting, but 
all of the passengers were 
removed from the wreck-





murat Niyazov has 
pardoned 10,000 pris­
oners in annnual am­
nesty. 
The prisoners par­
doned include several 
men who attempted to 
assasinate the presi­
dent four years ago. 
The men are to be 
released Oct. 19, the 
last day of Ramadan. 
President Niyazov 
has pardoned thou­
sands of prisoners dur­
ing his fifteen year 
rule. He says that this 
shows how much he 
cares about his coun­
try's people; however, 
the ruler has been cri-
tisized for abuses of 
human rights. 
This is the largest 
number of prisoners 
ever pardoned at once 
in Turkmenistan. 
ADENA JANSEN/THE VISTA 
The Annual Campus Security Report is available on-
Report provides safety 
advice for students 
Report, continued 
-icies regarding sexual 
assault, hate crimes and 
other incidents can be 
viewed online at www. 
sandiego. edu/safety/pdf/ 
annualreport.pdf. 
The Annual Campus 
Security Report also pro­
vides information about 
emergency evacuations 
of campus buildings. 
The statistics in this 
year's report reveal that 
there have been very few 
arrests for on-campus 
violations in the last three 
years. 
Most of the offenses, 
which have been alcohol 
related, have been dealt 
with through disciplinary 
action on campus. 
The report is useful 
for students and faculty 
wishing to learn more 
about the safety of the 
USD campus and how 
to protect themselves 
against crimes. 
GuluWalk raises stu 
dent awareness of 
Laura Longobardi 
News Editor 
GuluWalk 2006 will be 
held on Oct. 21 to bring 
awareness to the humani­
tarian crisis in northern 
Uganda. 
The walk is being host­
ed by Friends for Peace in 
Africa, the Alliance for 
African Assistance, Am­
nesty International, and 
CEGUN.org. 
In northern Uganda, 
there has been an ongoing 
war between the Govern­
ment of Uganda and the 
Lord Resistance Army. 
Almost two million 
civilians have been forced 
into Displacement Camps, 
and thousands of children 
have been taken by the 
LRA and forced into mili­
tary service or sold into 
sex slavery. 
Children are often 
forced to walk miles to 
sleep in a public place with 
other children for safety 
from the LRA. 
GuluWalk gets its name 
from one of the primary 
city centers where these 
Ugandan children sleep. 
The GuluWalk hopes to 
make people aware of the 
difficulties these children 
face and the problems that 
face adults in their every­
day lives; fearing for their 
children and themselves. 
University of San Diego 
students have been invited 
to participate in this event 
through the Ethnic Studies 
Department. 
Over 100 cities world 
wide will participate in 
the walk. The San Diego 
GuluWalk begins at 2:30 
p.m. on Oct. 21, but there 
will be speakers and reg­
istration beginning at 1:00 
p.m.. 
One of the scheduled 
speakers is Sister Pauline 
Acayo, who works with 
Catholic Relief Services 
and who is currently one 
of the Women Peacemak­
ers at USD. 
The walk, which begins 
in Balboa Park, will end 
in front of the San Diego 
City Hall. 
There will be additional 
speakers as well as Afri­
can drums and dancing 
at City Hall at the end of 
the walk. 
There will also be a 
mural and shoe painting 
group. 
Participants will re­
ceive the name and picture 
of one of the children who 
walk to the public areas in 
northern Uganda to sleep 
in safety every night. 
GuluWalk is a non­
profit organization that 
is teaming with The Act 
for Stolen Children in 
order to help raise funds 
and awareness for the dif­
ficulties that the people 
of northern Uganda must 
face. 
GuluWalk t-shirts and 
wristbands will be avail­
able for purchase at the 
event. 
The proceeds from 
sales at GuluWalk will go 
to helping the people of 
northern Uganda. 
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Best Week Ever! 
A.S. Academic Research Grants! 
Associated Students Academic Research Grants are open to all undergradu­
ate students in all disciplines. They are available on a semester basis in both 
the fall and in the spring semesters, as well as on a year-long basis. The aim 
of the Research Grants is to defray some of the costs associated with original 
culminating projects such as term projects, senior projects, group projects, 
and theses. 
For more information contact Melissa Miranda, VP for Academics at 
asacademics@sandiego.edu, extension 4973 or stop by her office in UC225. 
Applications can be found online at www.sandiego.edu/assocaitedstudents/ 
academics or at the AS executive office, UC225. 
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Interested in learning about 
fair trade? In partnership with 
the San Diego Friends of Fair 
Trade, a panel will discuss the 
concepts, applications and con­
sequences of fair trade. 
Wed Oct 25 7pm- 9pm 
Manchester Village Conference 
enter 
li •S/orkshopj 
How to Plan an Effective Event 
•How do you successfully market an event? 
•How do you reserve a room? 
•How do you coordinate food delivery? 
Come to our workshop and learn the an 
swers to these questions and many more! 
When: TODAY! Thursday October 19th 
from 12-lpm 
Where: Maher 207 
Refreshments provided! 
I 
It's time to 
register to 
vote! You can 
still register 
today and tomor­
row dfrora 12-2 pm 
in all dining 
areas! 
FALL HOLIDAY! For those of you who didn't 
manage to cut out Friday classes this year... 
NO CLASS Friday, October 20!! Enjoy :) 
Saturday Niflht at Aromas 
This Saturday, 10/21 at 9pm 
The musical stylings 
of Paul Infantino! 
HCTHCIMALS 
Meet your AS leadership Team! 
4 TRUH JOCK» Tall strong. can I.go wrong! 
siame: David Orasfn 
PteMofr: Director of Athletics 
Likes; Disney music, Rugby and Smaiivitk 
Contact Davidat orastn-09@sandiegaedu if 
have any questions, comments or 
concerns about ATHLETIC PROMOTIONS 
Tuesday Nioht Show 
Oct 24 7; 30pm- 9pm 
Bradbury Press 
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Oct.. 9 - Oct. 15 
East Entrance: At 10:24 
p.m. Public Safety re­
sponded to a report of a 
suspicious male asking 
for directions on how to 
enter the resident halls. 
Upon investigation the 
individual was identi­
fied and he was found to 
be a former boyfriend of 
a student. The student 
was contacted by Public 
Safety and it was deter­
mined that she did not 
want to have contact 
with this individual. 
The individual was not 
permitted to enter the 
campus. 
1 f\ 
University Center: At 10:05 
a.m. Public Safety re­
sponded to a report of 
a theft of a backpack 
taken from the Uni­
versity Center. Upon 
investigation the back­
pack was left unattend­
ed outside of the Main 
Dining room. 
Manchester Village: At 
10:50 p.m. Public Safe­
ty responded to a com­
plaint of excessive noise 
coming from music in 
a resident hall room. 
Upon investigation the 
residents were contact­
ed and complied with 
the request to turn the 
music down. 
Palomar: At 10:34 p.m. 
Public Safety responded 
to a report of deroga­
tory sexual orientation 
comments that were 
written on a chalk board 
in a resident hall study 
room. 
Manchester Sports Field: 
At 10:42 p.m. Public 
Safety responded to a 
noise complaint of indi­
viduals playing on the 
sports field. Upon inves­
tigation the individuals 
were found to have au­
thorization to use the 
field until 11:00 p.m. 
Copley Library: At 2:54 
p.m. Public Safety re­
sponded to a report of a 
theft of a laptop charger. 
Upon investigation the 
charger was found to 
be taken between 1:30 
p.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
Borrego: At 1:49 p.m. 
Resident Assistants cit­
ed six resident students 
for being in the pres­
ence of alcohol. 
Founders: At 1:55 p.m. 
Public Safety responded 
to a call of an intoxicat­
ed student. The student 
was transported to the 
hospital for alcohol poi­
soning. 
Bahia Loma:At 1:57 p.m. 
Public Safety responded 
to a report of possible 
marijuana use in a resi­
dent hall room. Upon 
investigation seven 
resident students were 
cited for being in the 
presence of alcohol and 
for possession of mari­
juana and drug para­
phernalia. 
Football Locker Room: At ap­
proximately 9:54 p.m. 
Public Safety responded 
to a report of a theft of 
various items from an 
unlocked locker that 
occurred between 7:00 
p.m. and 9:00 p.m. 
Palomar: At approximate­
ly 11:30 p.m. Resident 
Assistants cited five 
resident students for 
being in the presence 
of alcohol and for noise 
violations. 
Maher: At approximately 
12:06 a.m. Public Safety 
responded to a report of 
two intoxicated males. 
Upon investigation both 
males were determined 
to be non-students. One 
of the individuals was 
transported to the hos­
pital for alcohol poison­
ing. 
Maher: At 1:19 p.m. Resi­
dent Assistants cited 
two resident students 
for Minor in Posses­
sion and one resident 
student for being in the 
presence of alcohol. 
If you need help and see 
something suspicious, 
contact Public Safety at 
ext. 7777. 
Town council to address safety 
Mission Beach, continued 
mission to send the message to the victims 
that the community will ensure every­
thing is done to find the individuals who 
committed these acts. Maheu also stated 
he believed this was a solvable crime. 
Community members in the overflowing 
recreation center expressed concern that 
the police presence in Mission Beach is 
too limited, as is lighting in beach park­
ing lots. 
Lt. Chris Ellis, who oversees the 
Northern Division of the SDPD, stated 
there are only 13 officers who work the 
graveyard shift for Bay Ho, Bay Park, 
Carmel Valley, Clairemont Mesa East, 
Clairemont Mesa West, Del Mar Heights, 
La Jolla, La Jolla Village, Mission Bay 
Park, Mission Beach, North City, North 
Clairemont, Pacific Beach, Torrey Pines 
and University City, areas that total to a 
population of249,873, not including visi­
tors. Ellis said that officers are working to 
improve the conditions, but encouraged 
residents to get involved. 
The Vista spoke to Director of Com­
munity and Government Relations 
Thomas Cleary about how USD students 
can protect themselves when they are in 
Mission Beach. Cleary emphasized that 
students must report suspicious people 
and instances of harassment down at 
the beach, as this dictates the manpower 
delegated to these areas. 
"A University presence in Mission 
beach is important and everyone needs 
to be more involved by making calls." 
Cleary said. Cleary also encouraged the 
community to be sensitive to discussing 
the details of the crime in interest of sym­
pathy for the victims. 
"I personally know one of the victims 
and while this was not your average 
'sexual assault' crime, we just want 
people to know it was a violent crime." 
Cleary said. 
Director of the USD Counseling Center 
Dr. Steve Sprinkle released a list of posi­
tive ways USD students can respond to 
these troubling events (page 8). 
The list advised students to connect 
with friends and family members, seek 
advice from mentors and spiritual guides 
and maintain a hopeful perspective. 
However, Sprinkle made it clear that 
the response to these troubling events 
should not be submissive. "It's important 
for students not to be passive," Sprinkle 
said. "Students need to become actively 
involved in addressing their concerns in 
order to move forward and build a better, 
stronger community." 
For statistics regarding crime rates in 
the San Diego area, please visit http:// 
www.sandiego.edu/safety/crimestatistics. 
php. 
Additional contributors to this article include Mi­
chelle Darnall, Ashton Teske, Amy English and Nataile 
Zanzucchi. 
The next Neighborhood Watch 
meeting in Mission Beach: 
Thursday, Oct. 19 @ 6:00 p.m. 
Mission Beach Woman's Club 
840 Santa Clara Place, Mission Beach 
For more info, contact: 
Sarah Blaine (858) 488-9001, Neighborhood Watch 
Nancie Geller (858) 488-2400, Town Council 
Becca Torres (619) 2604712, USD Public Safety 
www.missionbeachtc.org 
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Sarah Miller Opinion Editor smiller@usdvista.com The Vista 
United States must uphold NPT in times of crisis 
Sarah Miller 
Opinion Editor 
Recent events in the world 
reveal that the United States 
must hold true to the peace 
treaties that are already in 
place. 
One treaty the U.S. is ig­
noring is the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
of 1968, signed by President 
Lyndon Johnson and ratified 
by President Nixon. 
This treaty, upheld by every 
country except India, Israel, 
Pakistan and North Korea, is 
one of the primary reasons 
nuclear weapons are not more 
prominent in the world today. 
In the last six years, there 
has been much negotiation 
and many threats of nuclear 
weapon construction and use, 
which is terrifying. 
As an international com­
munity increasingly reliant on 
global understanding, treaties 
and common goals arc impera­
tive to the world reducing the 
threat of nuclear war. President 
George W. Bush, however, has 
viewed these treaties as hindering 
U.S. military flexibility. 
This is understandable when 
one looks at what it takes to oper­
ate a war run by an international 
organization, like the UN, where 
the chain of command runs 
through numerous countries and 
people to agree on a plan rather 
than from a single person, such as 
the president, to the troops. 
Joseph Cirincione, senior 
Vice President for the Center for 
American Progress, states, "Bush 
scuttled the Anti-Ballistic Missile 
Treaty, walked away from the 
nuclear test ban treaty secured 
by President Clinton, opposed ef­
forts to enforce the treaty banning 
biological weapons, mocked the 
U.N. inspectors before the Iraq 
war and sent low-level officials 
to critical negotiations, including 
last year's NPT conference. The 
world now believes that the chief 
architect of the global nonprolif-
eration system has abandoned its 
creation." 
The U.S. constantly contra­
dicts itself in terms of our actions 
and beliefs regarding nuclear 
weapons production and use. 
We construct treaties to inhibit 
nuclear progress, then proceed to 
create a nuclear industry of over 
7.5 trillion dollars as of 2006, 
according to the Department of 
Energy figures. 
We then propose multi-bil­
lion dollar construction pro­
grams for labs such as Lawrence 
Liverraore and Los Alamos, 
and create legislation allowing 
80 nuclear plutonium pits (the 
detonation device in nuclear 
weapons) to be made per year. 
Why are we producing more 
nuclear weapons? 
Our nuclear stockpile cur­
rently holds around 10,000 
nuclear warheads, 5,735 that 
are operational. We should be 
reducing this number according 
to the NPT and our reiteration of 
commitment to its goals in 2000. 
By expanding our stockpile, we 
are sending an aggressive, pro-
nuclear message to rogue states 
across the world. 
Although former presidents 
Bill Clinton and George H.W. 
Bush declared nuclear weapons 
to be unusable except for in 
retaliation, the current president 
seems to hold a widely different 
view. an unknown rate. 
According to the 2002 Nu- Numerous CIA intelligence 
clear Posture Review, there are officials, starting in 1958 and 
numerous plans to build new repeatedly confirmed by subse-
"low-yield" nuclear weapons quent administrations, have stat-
and research new weapons for ed that without limiting our own 
bombers and submarines. nuclear stockpile, other nations' 
One outcome from this is desires for nuclear capabilities 
the new Reliable Replacement will not be deterred. 
Warhead, which is supposed to It is imperative that our cur-
be dependable for long periods rent administration acknowl-
of time, unlike current nuclear edges the facts, intelligence and 
weapons, which deteriorate at treaties of former administra-
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tions. To maintain any politi­
cal dignity, we must begin to 
govern in a world alongside 
other nations. 
We can no longer afford 
to demean our peaceful allies 
but must acknowledge our role 
in increasing global nuclear 
instability, and take measures 
to enforce international trea­
ties. The first step is abiding 
by the NPT. 
Letters to the Editor 
Free the internet 
As a student here at USD, I 
am extremely reliant on infor­
mation readily available on the 
internet to supplement my class 
work and other research, as is 
every other student and faculty 
member at our school. 
I'm concerned about net­
work neutrality. The internet 
has always operated as an open 
source of information, where 
search engines catalogue web 
sites and rank them by rel­
evance and popularity, allowing 
you identical access to any bit 
of information you may want. 
We are only limited by our own 
connection to the internet and 
that of the server hosting the 
web site we're surfing. 
The telecom companies that 
sell us our internet access want 
to destroy this level playing 
field, and transform the inter­
net into a place where certain 
sites or services are favored 
with faster connection speeds 
because of their affiliation 
(read: cartel) with the internet 
providers. 
Once, someone could choose 
to use a web site simply because 
it was superior, but now people 
may be forced to use substan­
dard services by select execu­
tives of the world's few telecom 
companies. 
It's important that the public, 
specifically students, tomorrow's 
innovators and leaders, voice 
concern. It's imperative to let the 
open market shape how we find 
and interact with information; 
what's ideal for a global corpora­
tion certainly isn't beneficial to 
the rest of the world. 
You can find more informa­
tion at savetheinternet.com, a 
non-political and non-corpo­
rate web site that helps further 
explain this complex issue and 
what we can do to insure we all 
continue to get fair and even 
access to all of the information 
available to us on the internet. 
Brady Johnson, Sophomore 
Student comments don't accu­
rately represent greek life 
I would like to express some 
concerns that were sparked 
within the Greek Community 
from the Oct. 12 issue of The 
Vista. Page 8 focused on the 
return of Phi Kappa Theta Fra­
ternity. The article, in itself, 
was extremely positive as it 
expressed the fraternity's out­
look on implementing positive 
change. This, in fact, was great 
in centralizing the ideals that 
not only Phi Kappa Theta rep­
resents, but the similar standard 
that is expected from all the 
Greek organizations within the 
community. 
Our concern and disappoint­
ment, however, was in the "Word 
Around Campus" located right 
below the article. I understand 
that most of the individuals 
answering the question "What 
does it mean to be Greek?" Were 
not members of the Greek com­
munity, and were expressing 
their own point of view. Their 
responses, however, seemed to 
be inappropriate in proportion to 
the article that preceded it. 
Our community strives to up­
hold to the five core Greek Val­
ues, which include: social justice 
and selfless service, high social 
standards, leadership, academic 
excellence, and brotherhood/ 
sisterhood. Our organizations 
aim at dissipating the negative 
outlook of our community. The 
responses to the question, in our 
opinion, reinforce the negative 
stereotypes we are continu­
ally combating. Also, it works 
against the positive public im­
age of Phi Kappa Theta, as they 
were featured right above this 
section. 
Gabe Hernandez, Senior 
Torero mascot does not need 
to change (a response to "To­
rero mascot thought to be 
unfit for Catholic university," 
Oct. 12) 
A Torero by definition is the 
person who finally kills the 
bull in a bull fight. Does the 
student body think the school 
supports the slaughter of bulls? 
I hope not. 
A mascot is not supposed to 
be a cute cuddly thing. It is a 
symbol that is to support fear 
in our opponents. Mascots are 
a tradition, not a definition of 
what an establishment repre­
sents. Almost every mascot that 
comes to my mind is, in real life, 
a vicious entity with the excep­
tion of a couple of professional 
sports teams. 
Those professional sports 
teams' mascots, if investi­
gated, were also not quality 
things. Take the San Francisco 
49ers. Innocent and cute? I 
think not. 
49ers were cruel individu­
als who took advantage of each 
other and even killed each other 
for gold. The fact is the mascot 
is not going to change. It is a 
tradition and it is figurative. 
If you strip our athletes of 
their mascot and replace it with 
the USD roses or daisies it 
would be a sheer embarrass­
ment. 
Athletes in our school sac­
rifice so much for nothing in 
return. No one shows up to the 
games. They play for the love 
of the game. 
Take the mascot as it is a 
playful symbol. Our mascot is 
not walking around and slaugh­
tering bulls for fun. He is try­
ing to bring students and other 
fans to our games to support 
our athletes. If you watch, he 
is playful and tries to make 
everyone smile and have a good 
time. 
You quote the Bible and 
animals are slaughtered in the 
Bible left and right. Just take 
the mascot as it is. You don't 
have to love it but respect it. I 
respect your opinions and I 
don't agree with them. 
Stephen McGee, Junior 
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Democrat values bolstered 
by Republican incompetence 
November 7th to be telling date of nation's sentiments 
Stephen Britt 
Staff Writer 
It seems in the past few elec­
tion cycles and even more so in 
this present one, Republicans 
tend to give fewer reasons to 
vote for Republicans than to 
vote against the Democrats. 
While most people can see 
what will continue if they 
vote Republican after what 
this government has accom­
plished since 9/11: excessive 
corruption in Congress, anf 
endless war that seems to only 
be getting worse, a botched 
response to one of our nation's 
worst natural disasters in his­
tory (although Bush thought 
FEMA was doing a "heckuva 
job"), running up the biggest 
deficit since the Vietnam War, 
cronyism, fear mongering, the 
continued gradual decline of 
our constitutional rights (i.e. 
habeas corpus, illegal wire­
tapping on U.S. citizens, etc.) 
as well as a plummet in our 
international reputation. 
It seems that the only de­
fense that Republicans have 
to this disastrous administra­
tion is that "it will be worse 
if you elect Democrats;" even 
if this means outrageous and 
irresponsible attacks against 
their opponents. 
As President Bush said in 
a speech on the campaign trail 
last week, "It sounds like [the 
Democrats] think the best way 
to protect the American people 
is... wait until we're attacked 
again." 
The biggest problem Demo­
crats have had in past elections 
is their lack of ability to rally 
behind anything besides their 
realization of the shortcomings 
of the cfrrent government. 
They have appeared disor­
ganized and looked to be lack­
ing a true plan. 
Republicans have master­
fully framed this and shoved 
the ideadown the throats of the 
American public saying that 
Democrats are weak on terror 
and want to "cut and run." This 
simply is not the case. 
So what do Democrats stand 
for? Democrats in general are 
in favor of a gradual withdrawal 
of troops from Iraq by training 
Iraqis to secure their country 
and giving our troops who are 
in the country sufficient armor 
to protect themselves until they 
are able to get out. 
This does not mean that a 
vote for a Democrat means 
that the U.S. will completely 
give up and say "we lose" 
and go home; it means giving 
Iraqis their country back and 
no longer putting our troops in 
harm's way. 
What Democrats stand for is 
purging Congress of the heavy 
influence corporate interests 
have on legislation and the cor­
ruption that has come from it. 
Democrats are looking to 
clean the environment (which 
does not mean lowering emis­
sions standards in a bill ironi­
cally named the "Clean Air 
Act") and to lower our de­
pendence on oil from other 
countries. 
Democrats stand for keeping 
jobs in this country instead of 
sending them to other countries 
that will allow corporations 
to pay workers (sometimes 
child wotkers) slave wages 
reminisceni of the Industrial 
Revolution. 
Most of all, Democrats stand 
for equal rights for everyone 
under the law regardless of 
race, religion or sexual orien­
tation. 
On Nov. 7, voters will have 
a choice of whether to continue 
to write a blank check to Presi­
dent Bush for a monopoly on 
power and let the Republicans 
continue their same old ways, 
or to realize the incompetence 
of our current government and 
do something about it. 
U.S. home to more 




Why is it that whenever I tell 
someone I am Republican I am 
suddenly aligned with every 
view of President jSuihTf 
I propose that in this country, 
with its two party system and 
varying cultures from region to 
region, there can be ntanv vary­
ing sects within a single party 
and a pretty broad spectrum in 
which one can exist and align 
oneself. m• Jt» > I consider myself what I 
would like to define as a Cali­
fornia Republican—someone 
who in the nationalfpolitical 
spectrum is somewhat of a 
model ate, and to some in very 
conservative regions pf the na­
tion even left leaning, 
What I have come to real­
ize is that in California, and in 
the broader spectrum, the West 
Coast, the left has moved so 
far to the liberal extreme that 
it has actually moved the entire 
spectrum left with it. 
This may explain why the 
rest of the nation views Cali­
fornia as a bunch of liberal 
hippie^ that wai 
marijuana. 
I do not consider this shift a 
bad thing because it has allowed 
the moderate in California to 
have a voice. People like Gov­
ernor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
are the model for the new Re­
publican and the direction that 
the party needs to move. 
What people need to know is 
that the Republican Party is not 
the religious right. 
We can be pro-choice, pro-
stem cell research and envi­
ronmentally conscious, as well 
as support small government, 
fiscal restraint and a free market 
economy. 
You too may be this type of a 
Republican if you are in general 
socially liberal, while still being 
economically conservative. 
This is to say that just as 
some communities of Califor­
nia are demonized for being ex­
tremely liberal to the extent of 
representing an irrationality that 
most Democrats won't identify 
with, similarity there are com­
munities within the American 
heartland that are prone to such 
religiously and emotionally 
driven decsion making that they 
too are becoming unpopular 
with the Republican Party. 
Nontheless, in both cases 
these parties have come to be 
defined by extreme constan­
cies that are largely out of touch 
with the parties' platform. 
United States' democracy needs more political parties 
Mollie Watschke 
Guest Writer 
I am an Independent. I'm 
not a registered Independent 
because I want to be able to vote 
in the Democratic primaries for 
the next election, but I consider 
myself an Independent. And 
yes, I did vote for John Kerry. 
I don't always vote Demo­
cratic and actually like many 
individual Republicans. For ex­
ample, had John McCain been 
running against Kerry, there 
would have been no contest. 
I probably even would have 
campaigned for the man. 
Unfortunately for our coun­
try, however, it was George W. 
Bush running against Kerry. 
Whatever other problems I 
have with the man, whether it's 
his "values-based" platform or 
the war in Iraq, I just believe 
that you shouldn't put a man 
who has bankrupted more than 
one company in charge of a 
country with the biggest econ­
omy and a military that eclipses 
the next four largest militaries 
put together. 
Anyway, I'm a registered 
Democrat mainly because I 
totally disagree with the head 
honchos of the Republican Party 
right now. 
The problem with our coun­
try's political party system is 
the fact that I really only have 
two choices. And they are hor­
rible choices, almost the same 
on many issues, but differing 
slightly on a few key ones that 
"mobilize" the voters. 
Our political parties have 
been the same two key parties 
almost since the 1870s, with the 
exception of a few Presidential 
campaigns here and there. 
Democracy is supposed to be 
about the people's choice and it 
just doesn't seem so sweet when 
there are only two choices. 
Political parties are the basis 
for a functioning democracy, 
whether it's a presidential sys­
tem or a parliamentary system. 
They enable voters to vote with­
out knowing the background of 
every single judge or congress­
man they vote for. 
A political party is supposed 
to be a grouping of like-minded 
individuals so that if I have to 
vote for something like 60 or 
70 people on a ballot, without 
knowing much about them but 
knowing that they belong to this 
grouping which believes these 
things, I can either vote or not 
vote for the person. 
It furthers the democratic 
process and allows almost ev­
eryone to vote regardless of 
how closely they are following 
their state's head of sanitation 
campaign. 
A reliance on political par­
ties can often be disastrous, 
however. 
Despite the fact that hav­
ing only two choices is a very 
poor excuse for democracy, 
the way our congressmen are 
elected and the way the House 
of Representatives itself is set 
up actually discourage a multi­
party system. 
We have single-member 
districts, which basically means 
that each district has only one 
representative. The representa­
tive in the district is elected with 
a simple majority. 
Smaller parties' candidates, 
therefore, will generally not 
be going to the House because 
they usually don't get the simple 
majority. 
If an entire district actu­
ally did vote for a Libertarian, 
when he got to the House, there 
wouldn't be enough Libertar­
ians to be effectual against 
the interests of Democrats and 
Republicans. 
Another problem with hav­
ing single-member districts is 
that districts can be redefined 
(and often are), called "redis­
ricting" in favor of one party 
or another. 
What ends up happening in 
these cases is that the House is 
a disproportionate representa­
tion of the public. For example, 
the House and the Senate are 
comprised of about 53% Re­
publicans, although only 29% 
of registered voters consider 
themselves Republicans. 
Another problem with only 
having two political parties is 
that it leads to what's known as 
a zero-sum game. 
A win for a Republican means 
a loss for a Democrat, and this 
might keep voters home if they 
consider themselves as living in 
a "Republican stronghold." 
The two-party system also al­
lows for a zero-sum game some 
of the time in the Legislature, 
especially in dealings with the 
Executive branch. 
If the Legislature is over­
whelmingly one party and the 
President is the other party 
(what's known as a divided 
government), they can both 
be stubborn and exercise their 
checks and balances to get any 
legislation vetoed. 
With a three-party system, 
this would be less likely to hap­
pen because the majority party 
can be opposed by a coalition 
of the two smaller parties or 
align themselves with one of 
the parties to ensure legislation 
is passed. 
All in all, I think political 
parties are helpful in democra­
cies, but ours have turned into 
organizations that hinder the 
democratic process and may be 
the cause of the disillusionment 
and apathy that keeps over 50% 
of Americans home on election 
days. 
I prefer thinking of myself as 
an Independent simply because I 
do take the time to be informed 
about most major elections 
so that I can choose between 
individuals and their personal 
beliefs, rather than party plat­
forms. 
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It seems that during every election 
in the past eight or so years, political 
pundits and talk show hosts constantly 
ask, "How can the Democrats blow this 
election?" 
Generally these hosts are right on 
target, and somehow the Democrats, 
despite the odds, drop the ball with 
days to go before the election and get 
outflanked by the mastermind strategists 
behind the Republican Party. 
Can this election follow a similar 
path, or have Republicans done their 
best to shoot themselves in the foot on 
incidents such as Hurricane Katrina, the 
Iraq War and widespread corruption? 
Enter Rep. Mark Foley. As if things 
weren't bad already with the anti-incum­
bent attitude resonating throughout the 
country, Rep. Foley was caught sending 
inappropriate e-mails and text messages 
to young congressional pages last week, 
making headlines across the country and 
taking basically every inch of political 
news. 
Add the fact that various members 
of congress, including the Speaker of 
the House Dennis Hastert reportedly 
may have known about this and tried 
to cover it up over the past 2 years and 
the Democrats may have a political 
checkmate on Nov. 7th. 
During his time in Congress, Rep. 
Foley served as the Chair of the House 
Caucus for Missing and Exploited Chil­
dren, passing legislation to target child 
predators and making this one of his 
strongest issues. 
Flash forward to today when Foley 
faces allegations of being such a predator 
and one can see what sort of sick living 
contradiction the man was. 
Speaker of the House Dennis Hastert 
only added to the fire by responding in 
the worst possible way, lashing out at 
Democrats and blaming them for the 
story breaking. 
Many leaders of the Democratic Party 
could only sit back and enjoy watching 
the Republicans seemingly crumble 
before the American public's eyes with 
Republican members calling for Hastert 
to step down from his position and bick­
ering increasingly within the party. 
Republicans seem to realize the ur­
gency of the situation, but this has only 
made it worse. 
With voters going to the polls in less 
than one month, all of this can only spell 
disaster to the Republicans who already 
were struggling before this election. 
As of right now, polls are between 
a 21 and 23 percent lead going to the 
Democrats and a major anti-incumbent 
attitude running strong (source: USA 
Today/CNN 10/8). 
Weeks ago it was questionable wheth­
er the Democrats could win back the 
House of Representatives and winning 
the Senate seemed unlikely; however, 
today both seem to be highly possible. 
With a high number of conserva­
tive voters basing their votes on moral 
values, such scandals like these, on top 
of the Jack Abramhoff bribery scandals, 
will likely keep many of these voters 
at home on Nov. 7 and mark the end of 
monopoly of power the Republicans hold 
on Congress. 
Nation's shootings highlight 
safety issues at schools 
Bahareh Komei 
Staff Writer 
On Oct. 2, 2006 Charles Robert shot 
and murdered five girls at an Amish 
school in Pennsylvania and wounded 
five others. Five days before this tragic 
incident occurred, a man took control 
of a classroom in Colorado and killed a 
teenage hostage and then himself. 
His horrific actions also included 
taking several teenage girls hostage and 
molesting them. Recently in Wisconsin 
a principal was shot and killed by a 
student. In addition to the chaotic atmo­
sphere of schools around the nation, a 
27-year-old man killed two people and 
wounded two others while shooting care­
lessly through Essex Elementary School 
in Las; Vegas, Nev ada. 
Last month, a student from Plattsburg 
High School, only 16 years old, was 
caught threatening to kill some of his 
classmates outside of the school. Thank­
fully, no one was injured jin what could 
have been another murder scene. 
Why is this madness occurring in 
such an ironically similar time interval? 
Students should feel safe when attending 
school, especially in the United States. 
I believe that the schools in our coun­
try should have security that is strictly 
enforced. It does not make sense to allow 
such acts to proceed and have innocent 
children die simply because we are lack­
ing the ability to halt the problems and 
trauma before it is too late. 
Changes must be made in order for 
children to lead safer lifestyles and to 
prevent more needless deaths due to 
school shootings. For instance, hiring 
more public safety for campuses and 
regularly checking to see if techno­
logical modes of communication in the 
classroom are working, will lead to more 
sheltered and safeguarded schools. 
"We are always concerned about 
security in our schools," said Newtown 
Schools Superintendent Evan Pitkoff 
of Connecticut. "When these terrible 
incidents occur, it gets our attention." 
Now that several unfortunate shootings 
and threats have occurred in schools, 
vigilance is starting to increase. 
Michael Kehoe, a police chief in 
Connecticut will not discuss the course 
. of action police and school officials will 
take when there is a life-threatening 
emergency in a school. 
His intention is to keep the plans 
under cover so that dangerous people 
will not undermine the security of the 
new and improved safety precautions 
now needed. 
In Newton Middle School, doors are 
monitored and students are not allowed 
to bring backpacks. There are changes 
being made in order to provide a safer 
education, but action must be consistent 
and taken seriously. 
The most recently publicized shooting 
was at the school of the Amish. Charles 
Roberts, 20 years old, invaded an Amish 
schoolhousc. The five girls he shot were 
between the ages of 6 and 13. 
The schoolhouse had no mode of 
electronic communication and no tele­
phones. Since the Amish live by a 
pacifist philosophy, they choose not to 
incorporate modern technology into 
their lives. 
Police believe that Roberts targeted 
this particular school since it was an 
isolated campus. We should not have to 
enforce unwanted regulations on people 
like the Amish if our restrictions will be 
against their traditions. However, we 
See Shooting, 
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Misinformation in adoption cases lead to inability to heal 
Rachael Cumbo 
Staff Writer 
An American couple from Fairfax 
County, Virginia is reportedly trying to 
"unadopt" their 16-year old son because 
information on his psychological condi­
tion was withheld from them at the adop­
tion agency. 
It is stated in Virginia law that case­
workers must supply all the informa­
tion on a child to the parents seeking to 
adopt. There is speculation, however, 
that the adoption agency may have in fact 
informed Mr. and Mrs. Briggs upon adop­
tion. Representatives from the adoption 
agency were unable to comment due to 
the confidentiality of the case. 
The boy was adopted in 2000 by Mr. 
and Mrs. Briggs who reportedly fell in 
love with him. They claim they were 
only told he was "hyperactive" prior to 
the adoption. 
In 2003, however, the boy's disturbing 
past resurfaced when he molested a six-
year-old boy and a two-year-old girl. It 
was only then that Mrs. Briggs began to 
research her son's past in a confidential 
file. She discovered he had been "in and 
out of five foster homes since he was 16 
months old, in psychiatric institutions 
seven times and diagnosed as possibly 
psychotically bipolar," according to the 
Washington Post. 
The file also stated that the boy's 
biological parents were alcohol and drug 
addicts and had physically abused him to 
so that he had brain stem damage to the 
extent that he could no longer gauge the 
passage of time. 
The file strongly suggested that the boy 
had also been sexually abused. Following 
the case in 2003, the boy went through 
sex offender treatment. Mrs. Briggs, who 
often takes care of her three grandchildren 
as well as a young girl she has fostered 
since birth, still wanted him back. 
Psychologists have since diagnosed the 
boy as a sexual predator, and Mrs. Briggs, 
whose livelihood depends on her role as a 
foster parent, would be forced to give up 
her occupation and would not be permitted 
to have her grandchildren in the house at 
any time. Thus, the Briggs are now trying 
to dissolve the adoption. The couple could 
have filed a "wrongful adoption" lawsuit 
within two years of discovering their son's 
disturbing history, but neglected to do 
so, suggesting that perhaps they believed 
they could "fix" the boy, or move past the 
situation. 
However, it is apparent that the couple 
has given up, as they are still trying to 
dissolve the adoption, which requires the 
consent of the boy, now that wrongful 
adoption is no longer an option. Now 
under care of a different foster family, the 
boy is refusing to comply. 
Mrs. Briggs has turned to politicians 
in hope that they will help her find a way 
out of this complicated situation. Virginia 
politician David Albo told the Washington 
Post, "At first blush, you think 'What, 
you're trying to give up your kid?' Then 
you find out this lady has received awards 
for all the foster work she's done. And that 
she never would have adopted the boy and 
put other children in danger if she had 
had the information that was withheld 
from her." 
It is important to ask whether the moral 
decision to give up an adopted son in the 
attempt to avoid putting other children at 
risk was really the best decision for the 
boy, who has undergone psychological 
abuse in his lifetime. 
Being "given up" after six years of liv­
ing with a family will undoubtedly add to 
the trauma the boy has undergone in his 
lifetime. Although this is a sticky situa­
tion, and the Briggs family had their best 
intentions at heart when making the deci­
sion to dissolve the adoption, it is arguably 
a more damaging process to the boy, who 
must consent and sign in accordance. 
Had the couple filed for a "wrongful 
adoption" lawsuit right after the court case 
in 2003, the current situation would not 
entail political involvement and publicity 
on a national scale, nor the consent of the 
adopted son. 
The real tragedy, however, is that the 
family did not have all the facts about 
the boy's history prior to adoption. Had 
the adoption agency provided them with 
a detailed account of the boy's past, the 
couple would have at least had all the in­
formation laid out in front of them, so that 
they could've made the decision knowing 
that repercussions could potentially take 
place. 
It is sad to realize that had the family 
known about his past, they wouldn't have 
wanted to take on such a case. If even 
the most dedicated foster parents don't 
want children with psychological damage 
and a bad history, then where do these 
children go? 
They are bounced around from foster 
home to foster home, and are inevitably 
never truly cared for enough to be em­
braced into a family setting; the only place 
where they have even an inkling of hope to 
begin to heal from their disturbing pasts. 





should find ways to help all 
who have suffered from these 
shootings. 
The White House has wisely 
chosen to call a summit on 
school violence to prevent 
such tragedies and also to help 
people cope with the events 
that have already occurred. 
Governor Cathleen Sebelius 
of Kansas has offered condo­
lences to the families of the 
young children who tragically 
died. She has also brought at­
tention to the Kansas School 
Safety Hotline. 
In addition, she will be 
signing an executive order that 
will create a Commission on 
Health and Safety for Kansas 
schools. 
It is true that we cannot 
always prevent crime, but it is 
better to struggle to improve 
school security and leam from 
past mistakes than to watch 
the same scenario happen re­
peatedly and be once again at 
a loss. 
We as a college community 
must also be aware of the secu­
rity measures in place to protect 
our safety, and ensure that those 
measures taken are up to date 
and work properly. 
It is unfortunate that these 
events occurred, but we must 
use the information to enhance 
the safety at every campus 
across the nation. 
Foley's Folley Revisited 
Hunter Barns 
Staff Writer 
It occurred while I was 
Googling the combination 
"Lindsey Lohan Salacious 
Gossip" that someone may 
have access to these often ris­
que searches I have to do as a 
newsman. 
This led me to an incredible 
discovery of a google feature 
that allows you see the search 
trends for popular searches, 
like "Lindsey Lohan Body Fat 
Percentage." 
According to the most re­
cent figures, St. Louis and Salt 
Lake City are running a close 
tie for the highest volume of 
searches for "Lindsey Lohan 
Catfight!", and Swedish is the 
next language after English 
in which she is most widely 
sought out. But this is beside 
the point. 
The pervasiveness of online 
tracking technology repre­
sented by Google's new trend 
search engine led to a growing 
concern that perhaps my priva­
cy has already been breached, 
and it made me wonder just 
who had electronic "dirt" on 
me. 
In all honesty, between the 
emails to my pen pals in Sin­
gapore, Beirut and Caracas 
and my nightly chats with San 
Diego city councilmember 
Donna Frye there's probably 
enough to put me away for a 
long time. 
A sophomore student 
claimed to have knowledge 
about this subject when I 
brought it up the other day, 
and he explained the FBI's 
Carnivore system. 
According to this young 
man who would have a very 
bright future if he weren't so 
dastardly unattractive, the Car­
nivore System was developed 
in 1999 as a way to implement 
techniques similar to wire-tap-
ping on the massive volume 
of electronic correspondences 
across the United States. 
Subsequent research led to 
the discovery that Carnivore, 
used in conjunction with the 
FBI's Magic Lantern software 
which uploads itself via virus 
and then tracks and stores ev­
ery keystroke, can effectively 
track all of the information 
passed through emails, chat 
rooms, instant messages and 
internet phone calls. 
It gets worse. Since Janu­
ary of 2005 the FBI has been 
using commercially available 
software that is more powerful 
than Carnivore, and informa­
tion regarding these new sys­
tems is largely unavailable to 
the public. 
What can you do to protect 
yourself from these spooks 
who threaten to expose the 
mountains of electronic dirt 
that you've piled up over the 
years? 
Well, as a start I've discov­
ered a slew of privacy-protect­
ing software available for free 
at http://stopcarnivore.org/. 
Additionally, I recommend dis­
continuing searches for things 
that would trigger FBI interest, 
or even discontinuing the use 
of email altogether. I have 
recently shut down my email, 
and the joy of receiving a slew 
of lipstick-sealed love letters 
from Mrs. Ahmadinejad from 
Tehran is all I could ask for in 
a world where the only privacy 
left is that in one's head. 
Counseling Center suggestions 
for dealing 
with traumatic events 
As difficult and painful 
as troubling events can be, 
they also provide opportuni­
ties for growth and learning. 
Dr. Steve Sprinkle, Director 
of the Counseling Center, 
offers some positive ways 
of responding to troubling 
events: 
•Connect with others. 
Talk to your friends and fam­
ily members about your con­
cerns, and look for opportuni­
ties to develop closeness with 
others who are experiencing 
similar concerns. 
•Seek advice. Talk with 
your parents, mentors, spiri­
tual or religious guides or 
anyone else you trust and look 
up to. Try to learn from their 
life experiences. 
•Get involved. Seek op­
portunities to work with oth­
ers in addressing problems on 
campus and in the community. 
Find ways to make a differ­
ence. 
•Maintain a positive, 
hopeful perspective. Even as 
you recognize the reality that 
horrible events do happen, 
also remember that wonderful 
things happen, too. 
•Recognize that people 
respond to troubling evens in 
different ways. People vary 
widely in how they experience 
troubling events, and don't have 
to be directly involved in such 
an event to experience a strong 
reaction to it. 
•Consider keeping a jour­
nal. Spend 15 to 20 minutes a 
day writing down your thoughts 
and feelings. Note how your 
thoughts and feelings change 
over time. 
•Take care of yourself. 
Make sure you are eating well, 
exercising and getting enough 
sleep. Work to keep up with 
your academic responsibilities, 
but also allow time for reflection 
and relaxation. 
•Learn more about de­
veloping personal resilience. 
The American Psychological 
Association offers a helpful 
online brochure on The Road to 
Resilience (see http://www.apa-
helpcenter.org/featuredtopics) 
Any students interested in 
counseling or who find them­
selves struggling to manage 
their daily responsibilities 
should consider coming to the 
Counseling Center. Counsel­
ing services are confidential 
and free to all students. 
The easiest way to acess 
counseling services is to 
come by during the center's 
walk-in hours, which run 
from 11 am through 3 pm, 
Mondays through Fridays. 
Students with urgent 
needs can come to the center 
any time during regular of­
fice hours (8:30 am to 5 pm, 
Monays through Fridays, 
also open until 6 pm on 
Wednesdays), or can reach 
the counselor-on-call 24 
hours/7 days a week by con­
tacting the campus dispatcher 
at 619-260-7777. 
Students can learn more 
about the center by calling 
the center at 619-260-4655 
or visiting the center's web­



















Page 4, Deanna 
Wittman 
Page 5, The new 
USD logo was 
included 
Page 5, Coreen Petti 
Page 5, The USD 
spirit mark was cre­
ated for marketing 
purposes associated 
with the entire cam­
pus, not only athletic 
teams. 
Page 5, Full imple-
menation of new logo 
expected by 2007 
Classifieds 
Hiring Immediately 
Earn $500 bonus! 
Esperienced servers, bar­
tenders, & cooks 
9-15/hour 
Flexible hours 
The Party Staff, Inc/ 
(619) 563-0515 
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Feature 
Ashley McLean Feature Editor amclean@usdvista.com 
A. r K 
HAUNTED H0U5LS HAVe ALWAYS ATTKACTED AN AUDIENCE; WHETH EPs. IT'S REALLY HAUNTED O K  SET UP 
AS SOMETHING TO DO DUR.INC HALLOWEEN. IF YOU'KE LOOKING FOKA FRIGHTFUL NIGHT LIKE THESE BKAVE 
WPJTEKS WEKE, THEN GO AND SEE FOK YOUKSELF IF YOU CAN FACE THE FFKEAKY AND THE SCAPsY. THE ONES 
ON THE LEFT AKE ACTUALLY HAUNTED, AND THE ONES ON THE PLIGHT WEKE SET UP FOK YOU TO SCKEAM 
YOUK LUNGS OFF AT. 
H O T E L  D E L  C O  I K O N  A D O  
Adie Ludwig 
Staff Writer 
In 1892, a beautiful young woman, Kate Morgan, checked into room number 312 at the Hotel del 
Coronado under the name of Lottie Anderson Bernard. She had been on a train with Tom Morgan, her 
husband, but they had gotten in a fight due to her pregnancy. Tom Morgan was mad because it would 
interfere with their occupation of scamming people. Kate decided to get off the train in San Diego. 
Five days after she checked in, Kate was found on the beach with a bullet wound in the head and 
a handgun next to her. The police declared her death a suicide; however forensic evidence that was 
processed over a hundred years later has caused a debate. The bullet that she was shot with did not 
match her gun and the position of her body was not typical of a 
suicide. 
You can stay in Kale's room, which is now room number 
3327. Beware, many guests and staff members have reported Jf 
strange noises, sudden temperature changes, strange footsteps, i 
and the television turning on and off. Also, there have been re- I  Jr 
ports of a strange glow coming from the room while it's unoc- i 
cupied, and a shadowy figure opening and closing the curtains. I 
If you're too scared to stay in the room, but interested J 
in the story, von can pick up a copy of Beautiful Stranger: f 
The ghost of Kate Morgan and the Hotel del Coronado in the J — 
hotel's gift shop, to read about Kate's life and documented 




The Whaley House, 2476 San Diego Ave. in Old Town, has a 
long history of paranormal activity. The home was built in 1856 
and subsequently inhabited by Thomas Whaley and his family. 
In addition to the familial residence, the location also served as 
"San Diego's first theatre, the county courthouse and the Whal­
ey and Crosthwaite General Store," according to whaleyhouse. 
org. 
Before Mr. Whaley purchased the site for his new home, he 
witnessed hangings of criminals iti the exact location. Rumor 
has it that "Yankee Jim," a man executed from gallows hanging 
on the back of a wagon behind where the Whaley House now 
stands, haunts the old house. 
Visitors to the Whaley House have also reported sightings of 
Thomas Whaley himself Mrs. Whaley, Anna Whaley, an un­
identified young girl and even the family's late fox terrier. 
"America's Most Haunted," a television show on the Travel 
Channel, ranks The Whaley House as "the number one most 
haunted house in the United States." If you are brave enough 
to seek something more frightening than simulated horror, tour 
The Whaley House, open Mon. and Tues. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Thurs. through Sun. 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
KATE MO KG AN IN FKONT 
OF HOTEL DEL COKONADO 
THE WHALEY FAMILY 
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THE HAUNTED HOTEL 
Molli Watschke 
Staff Writer 
After waiting in line for an hour (45 minutes of which was just to buy tickets, so do 
yourself a favor and buy them online at www.hauntedhotel.com), six of my friends 
and I were ushered down into the basement of an old San Diego hotel located on 
the corner of Fourth and Market. I led our group and found the experience of walk­
ing into pitch darkness a little frightening, but mainly disconcerting. The frighten­
ing part is not knowing when someone is going to jump out at you, possibly with a 
chainsaw or an axe. Every room was decorated as a scene from a different horror 
movie. 
Besides the little rush of adrenaline that haunted houses always give, it's a great 
way to get in the Halloween spirit. So, do yourself a favor and get down to 424 Mar­
ket St. before Oct. 31. Hours of operation are Sun.-Wed. 7p.m.-lip. m. and Thurs.-
Sat. 6p.m.-la.m. Tickets are only $13.99 and there's a discount if you buy tickets for 
the Hotel and the Haunted Trail at the same time. 
THE HAUNTED l  A A1 L 
Michelle Darnall 
Design Editor 
The Haunted Trail in Balboa Park is a yearly event for the City of San Diego. 
Rather than your typical "haunted house," the Haunted Trail is a mile-long path 
of twists and turns with themed houses and elaborate decorations. The trail begins 
harmlessly with a horror film projected in front of the entrance line. However, the 
direction of the path becomes less and less obvious as you are forced into pitch-
black pathways and into single file lines. 
Without giving away too much information, be aware that you could see every­
thing from graveyards coming to life to infamous serial killers. If the creatures know 
you by name and decide to 
make you the victim of their 
1
1 pursuit, don 7 be surprised. _ I | ft While none of the villains will 
I | |J J 1 touch you intentionally, be cau-
\ / rv F ff tious that you could come face 
A| ^ H j3 J I to face with any one of them. 
Lm=r CM experience may leave you 
\ I ff f breathless and voiceless be-
j  t  J C. f  cause the finale is guaranteed 
T to make anyone run for his or 
I f If you decide to take the twen-
i ty-minute "stroll" in the park, 
' make sure you have someone 
to hold your hand who doesn i 
mind screaming. It's open until 
Halloween, the cost is $13.99, 
, and it isn't recommended for 
children under 10. The Haunt­
ed Trail is located at 6th and J Juniper in Balboa Park, and 
J ; while it probably won't give 
00? \ you nightmares, it is a great 
\ way to get into the spirit of 
f Halloween. 
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If you build it, 
USD will come 




Campus Focus Editor 
People would be amazed at how easy 
it is to organize a large group of USD 
students around a social event. This past 
weekend, I had the good fortune of at­
tending a USD student sponsored event 
at Club Montage in Old Town. The orga­
nizational skills and, more importantly, 
who put on the event was nothing short 
of fantastic. 
I would estimate over 300 USD stu­
dents from all backgrounds and academic 
interests were in attendance, making the 
experience one for the scrapbook. 
It's a known fact that the basic house 
party in Mission Beach isn't quite mak­
ing the grade anymore. With San Diego 
police itching to bust underage drinking 
and permanent Mission Beach residents 
pushing to get students to fall in line, 
house parties have lost their appeal. 
I think my off-campus contempo­
raries would agree that they have grown 
increasingly reluctant to throw parties 
given the potential for costly conse­
quences and incurred damages. Those 
who are of the legal drinking age, and 
even those who are pretending to be of 
the legal drinking population, have found 
it more convenient to simply utilize the 
immense bar scenes taking place beach-
side and downtown. 
What alternatives do USD students 
possess in order to maximize their social 
exposure to fellow students while avoid­
ing the pitfalls of hosting a party at their 
house? Personally, I would recommend 
taking a page from our USD Greek life 
students and host events at legitimate 
social venues. Renting out the rooftop at 
the Pennant or Sandbar is something very 
accessible to students, not to mention it 
provides security and more importantly a 
large space to fill with as many USD stu­
dents as possible. Venues such as these 
also provide incentives like cheaper 
drinks or in the case of this past weekend, 
free and easy transportation. 
What's most fulfilling about this type 
of social event, however, is the ability to 
encounter fellow students you wouldn't 
normally see in a social atmosphere 
outside the classroom. 
That being said, the event transcended 
more than just a good time because it al­
lowed people to bridge new friendships 
while enjoying the ambiance of a night 
out. Therefore, allow rae to reiterate the 
point, if you build a social event around 
convenience and practicality, USD stu­
dents will attend in l&rge numbers. 
From freshman move-in day to Family 
Weekend, you can't help but notice the 
unusual ways in which parents behave 
around their son or daughter. 
It isn't uncommon to witness some 
parents constantly hovering over their 
respective USD child, to the point where 
they handle every situation that arises in 
their child's life, while the student sits 
back and takes responsibility for noth­
ing. 
These types of parents are consid­
ered helicopter parents, as they attempt 
to control every facet of their son or 
daughter's life in order to protect them 
from themselves. 
At USD, freshman students are most 
likely to experience helicopter parents, as 
college has provided them with their first 
taste of independence from their family; 
a concept that is difficult to grasp for the 
average USD parent. 
Dr. Annette Taylor, a professor of 
Psychology at USD, has her own take on 
why helicopter parents have become so 
prevalent in recent years. 
"I think [parents] are more aware of 
bad things [that can happen] than good," 
Taylor said. "Even if it's just a one in a 
million chance, parents don't want to take 
that chance with their son or daughter." 
Similarly, this new generation of 
young adults was the first to experience 
safety restrictions such as car seats and 
bicycle helmets. Taylor feels that the 
media leaves a big impression on parents 
by continuously showing news stories 
that cater to their unsuspecting fears as 
opposed to focusing on happier topics. 
Dolores Vargas, a USD mom, feels 
that being a helicopter parent is only for 
COURTESY OF ADENA JANSEN 
"Helicopter" parents tend to hover over their children, limiting their independence. 
the betterment of their student child. 
"I think [being a helicopter parent] is a 
good thing," Vargas said. "Students have 
no idea what is good for them and even 
though we might be nagging them, in the 
long-run it's the best for them." 
On the contrary, there are other parents 
who believe that helicopter parents are 
only taking away a student's freedom to 
experience thing on their own. 
"Kids need their space and need to 
learn from their mistakes," USD mom, 
Dottie Lloyd said. 
In Lloyd's case, helicopter parents 
know that they are helicopter parents and 
find difficulty in avoiding this circum­
stance. 
"I feel guilty," Lloyd said. "I probably 
talk to my son three times a day which is 
too much." 
Taylor puts herself in this category 
because not only is she a professor, but a 
parent of a USD student as well. 
As an educator and a parent, Taylor 
can easily identify how involved parents 
are these days. 
"In college, I see parents calling about 
their adult children and about what they 
can do to help them," Taylor said. "That 
didn't happen 15 years ago." 
Overall, students tend to dislike the fact 
that their parents are becoming increas­
ingly over-protective. 
"I don't think [helicopter parents)] are 
beneficial for any student because they're 
not able to make decisions on their own," 
Nicole Ranney, freshman, said. 
This is especially true for students 
who have helicopter parents, as they find 
themselves making less and less decisions 
on their own. 
The main reason students dislike hav­
ing helicopter parents is because they 
want to be able to experience their inde­
pendence without experiencing parental 
involvement. 
"College is a time where you learn to 
be independent, and helicopter parents 
are hindering you from learning on your 
own," freshman, Kelsey Gapstur said. 
USD awards Parents of the Year 
Mary Beth Barker 
Copy Editor 
It was a bright, crisp day on Oct. 15 
as parents and students gathered outside 
the Jenny Craig Pavillion. After the 
mass, it was time to announce the '06-
'07 Parent of the Year award. 
The Parent of the Year award at USD 
has become an important part of a week­
end designated for students and their 
parents to spend time with one another. 
Each year, students are allowed to sub­
mit essays, explaining how their parents 
have influenced their life and how much 
they appreciate their parents. 
Faculty and Staff read and vote on 
the essays, rating their top three. The 
recipient of the award is based on which 
essay received the highest rating of the 
three remaining. 
Sarah Wolf, Assistant Director of 
Parent Relations, explained, "The 
award has been a long-standing tradi­
tion within the events of Family Week­
end here at USD. 
Although we are only able to pres­
ent the award to one family each year, 
it is clear that the story of the recipient 
family touches the hearts of all USD 
COURTESY OF SARAH WOLF 
Daniel Valcazar stands proudly with 
President Dr. Mary Lyons and his family. 
families." 
This seems to be the case, especially 
this year. President Mary Lyons and 
Wolf presented the award, reading an 
excerpt before announcing the re­
cipients. "They have been my strength 
and motivation for all that I do. The 
time and effort that they have given to 
the communities that they have been 
a part of have also shown me how to 
love and serve." 
This quote and winning essay 
comes from USD senior Daniel Val­
cazar. 
Daniel's father has been a police­
man for 14 years. His mother stayed 
home to take care of him and his sister. 
Not only this, but his parents were 
extremely active through service. 
Daniel felt that his parent's exem­
plary service to others within their 
community while working and being 
part of a family made them worthy 
candidates for the award. 
Daniel and his parents had no idea 
they would be honored at the ceremo­
ny. Parents and students alike seemed 
touched that a son felt so strongly 
about his parents' character. 
Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. 
Valcazar. 
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Secularization forces USD to examine Catholic Identity 
Patrick Brady 
Campus Focus Editor 
The everyday concerns of an 
average college student might 
include one's grade point aver­
age, looming exams, or what 
social events are taking place 
over the weekend, but how 
many students take the time to 
reflect on what their college or 
university stands for? 
With secularization becoming 
a common theme at most college 
and university campuses, it 
might be time for USD students 
to consider the importance of its 
school's Catholic tradition. 
In a speech recently given 
before an audience at the Uni­
versity of Notre Dame, Michael 
Miller, secretary of the Vatican's 
Congregation for Catholic Edu­
cation stated that newly elected 
Pope Benedict XVI would sup­
port cutting ties with Catholic 
institutions that have become 
too secular. 
One question that has been 
raised in the wake of seculariza­
tion is: how Catholic is USD? 
"[Secularization is] the op­
posite of looking at everything 
through the sacred," professor 
of Sociology, Dr. Anne Hen-
dershott said. "Catholics revere 
the sacred, and secularization is 
stripping that and succumbing to 
secular concerns." 
In the past decade, 
several schools have 
been stripped of their 
Catholic affiliations, in­
cluding Marist College, 
Marymount Manhattan 
College, Nazareth Col­
lege and Saint John 
Fisher College. 
As colleges and universities 
are being deemed no longer 
Catholic by their local bishops, 
the USD community is consider­
ing ways to uphold and promote 
its Catholic origins. 
In a Convocation speech 
delivered before the USD com­
munity on September 15, Pro­
vost Julie Sullivan cited the 
importance of maintaining the 
University's Catholic tradition. 
"The University of San Diego 
can be .. .(indeed it must be)... a 
distinctive university by its char­
acter as a faith-based institution 
committed to the Catholic intel­
lectual and social traditions," 
Sullivan said. "In so doing, the 
University's academic endeavors 
must reflect these traditions." 
GRAPHIC BY ASHTON TESKE 
Although USD intends on 
preserving it's Catholic identity, 
some have considered the host­
ing of pro-choice speakers, for 
instance, to be in contradiction 
with the University's goals. In 
fact, some have asserted that 
USD has not been outspoken 
enough in addressing the secular 
issues that have been raised on 
its campus. 
"The pro-choice culture 
is part of secularization on 
Catholic campuses," Hen-
dershott said. "I taught at 
Princeton for a year and 
there was a stronger pro-
life culture at Princeton 
than there was here, and I find 
that disturbing." 
Members of the USD com­
munity feel that the voice of 
Catholic social teaching isn't 
advocated with an appropriate 
balance to the secular voices on 
campus. 
"As long as we invite pro-
choice speakers, I hope that there 
is the other side to be heard, 
and students tend not to hear 
that," Hendershott said. "Pro-
life people are often strongly 
marginalized." 
While most Catholic institu­
tions encompass a diversity of 
students from different religious 
and ethnic backgrounds, the 
desire to be politically correct 
and fiscally prudent can make 
preserving one's Catholic iden­
tity a difficult task, but not an im­
possible one according to USD 
Vice President, Father Daniel 
Dillabough. 
"In a sense we have more 
academic freedom in that we can 
talk about God in the context of 
these secular issues," Fr. Dill­
abough said. "As we know from 
a world dynamic, raising these 
questions is important, whether 
your looking at issues around the 
Middle-East or the war in Iraq, 
there's a religious outlet." 
USD is confident that it can 
maintain it's Catholic identity 
in the midst of a secular campus 
culture, provided the secular is­
sues being raised are addressed 
in the context of Catholic social 
teaching. 
"We live in a secular world, 
and are bombarded by all kinds 
of values and a diversity of opin­
ions," Fr. Dillabough said. 
"What we do as a university 
is take the opportunity to reflect 
on those [secular] values in light 
of the Gospel, and have a place, 
a role and a voice in that secular 
world as well." 
WPM conference discusses gender-inclusive policy making 
Natalie Zanzucchi 
Editor In Chief 
This year's annual Women 
PeaceMakers conference entitled 
"Who's making policy? What 
difference does it make?" is 
co-convened by the IPJ and the 
United Nations Development 
Fund for Women. The conference 
began last night and will continue 
through Thurs., Oct. 19 and Fri., 
Oct. 20. 
It will focus on making gen­
der-inclusive policy in four key 
sectors, which include gover­
nance, security, religion, and the 
economic and civil society 
sectors. 
To address each sector in 
detail, the conference will 
feature five plenary sessions, 
which are free and open to 
the public, as well as sev­
eral working and knowledge-
building sessions reserved 
for registered conference del­
egates. 
"Knowledge-building ses­
sions are specifically targeted 
to the students that will be at­
tending," Laura Taylor, program 
officer, said. "[We want to reach] 
not just those who are in power 
now, but those who will be in 
power ... so that when they're 
in the position to make deci­
sions, they've already thought 
about this, they already know 
what tools are available ... and 
they'll be better advocates in the 
future." 
Since working and knowl­
edge-building sessions are for 
registered conference delegates 
only, Taylor encourages under­
graduate USD students to attend 
any and all of the plenary ses­
sions to be held on Thurs., Oct. 
19 and Fri., Oct. 20. 
The IPJ worked closely with 
organizations they call "panel 
partners" to select key experts 
in each of the four sectors to 
illuminate the challenges of 
creating gender-inclusive policy 
for peace with justice. On Thurs., 
three panels are scheduled for 
"[We want to reach] 
not just those who 
are in power now, but 
those who will be in 
power..." 
Laura Taylor, 
the morning (9:00 a.m. to 11:15 
a.m.), afternoon (2:00 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m.), and evening (7:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m.). The afternoon 
session will specifically address 
"Getting gender-inclusive/gen­
der-sensitive military and peace­
keeping policies into action." 
"We are here in San Diego, 
which has a strong military 
presence," Taylor said about the 
relevance of the plenary session 
topics. Taylor explained the 
importance of gender-sensitive 
training for military or peace­
keeping operations before enter­
ing a conflict situation. 
"In times of war, if women 
are raped they are less likely to 
tell that to a male human rights 
worker or peacekeeper. Does 
there need to be an all female 
peacekeeping force?" The af­
ternoon panel will address these 
types of issues. 
The list of panelists boasts 
such influential people as Medea 
Benjamin, fouding director of 
Global Exchange and co-founder 
of CODEPINK, a women's peace 
group that has organized Iraqi 
and American women to take 
creative action against U.S. 
occupation of Iraq. 
Comfort Lamptey, gender 
advisor for the UN Depart­
ment of Peacekeeping Op­
erations; and Alma Viviana 
Perez, consultant to the Co­
lombian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, the Office of the Presi­
dential Advisor on Women 
and Gender Equality and the 
Colombian Agency for Inter­
national Cooperation—just to 
name a few. 
This year's conference makes 
a special attempt to connect 
the USD community with the 
international networks the IPJ is 
a part of. Friday morning's ple­
nary session, "Gender-inclusive, 
faith-based strategies to create 
human security and peace," will 
be moderated by Sister Barbara 
Quinn, director of the Center for 
Christian Spirituality at USD. 
Karma Lekshe Tsomo, assistant 
professor at USD, will be a pan­
elist for the session. 
Associate Professor Stephen 
Standifird from USD's School 
of Business will moderate the 
economic and civil society panel 
on Friday afternoon. 
The IPJ has also made strides 
to include men in this confer­
ence. 
"The whole idea is that men 
and women need to work together 
to have gender-inclusive policy," 
Taylor said. "We're really trying 
to show and model that men can 
be advocates for this as well. We 
are especially encouraging young 
USD males to come and hear the 
panels, so they can be advocates 
and informed on these issues ... 
We're trying to make sure we're 
addressing the next wave of 
policy makers." 
Each of the four Women 
PeaceMakers currently in resi­
dence at the IPJ will be par­
ticipating in the conference as a 
delegate, and Rebecca Okwaci 
of Sudan will moderate Thurs­
day evening's Women on the 
Frontlines plenary session called 
"Women's inroads and blockades 
to peace with justice in current 
conflicts." 
For students who are unable 
to attend this year's conference, 
Taylor recommends participating 
in another of the IPJ's programs 
or events, including the remain-
COURTESY OF LAURA TAYLOR 
ing Women PeaceMakers Pro­
gram events or the IPJ Speaker 
Series. 
"Who's making policy? What 
difference does it make?" is an 
opportunity for students to learn 
and grow, to network with key 
people in the field of peacekeep­
ing, policy making and conflict 
resolution, and to meet other 
students engaged with these is­
sues. 
By the start of 2007, the IPJ 
will produce a final report, which 
will be available online and by 
request. It will serve as a refer­
ence tool and will include full 
summaries of all plenary and 
working sessions. 
Peace processes are compli­
cated, but conferences such as 
this intend to give those currently 
involved in the processes, and 
those who hope to be involved, 
the tools, resources, support and 
inspiration they need to move 
forward. 
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13 proves to be a lucky number for IM golfers 
Campus Recreation hosted successful golf tournament on Oct. 13 
Jeremy Babel 
Guest Writer 
Early in the morning, Fri­
day the 13 th looked ominously 
ready to live up to its reputation. 
But by afternoon, threatening 
morning rain clouds parted to 
reveal beautiful weather, perfect 
for golf. 
Combined with unusually 
superb course conditions at 
Tecolote Canyon Golf Course, 
one might say it was actually 
a lucky day for a golf tourna­
ment. 
Especially for the Marme 
family. For the second year in 
a row, the Marme Family swept 
first and second place in the Fall 
Golf Championships. 
USD sophomore Mero 
Marme fielded two teams in 
the two person scramble for­
mat tournament, one with his 
brother Kyle, and the other with 
his father Tim. 
Mero was the center of a 
family triangle, as his brother 
and dad tried to prove who was 
the better golf partner. In the end 
it didn't matter as both teams 
tied for the low round of the day 
at 53, an impressive five shots 
below par. 
Victory is not without its 
p r o b l e m s  
h o w e v e r ,  
as they now 
have to split 
the first place 
p r i z e -  t w o  
rounds of golf 
at Coronado 
golf course. 
W h o  g e t s  
t o  p l a y  w i t h  
Mero - Kyle 
or Dad? 
Unlike last 
y e a r  w h e n  
t h e y  h a d  a  
v e r y  c o m ­
fortable two 
shot margin 
of victory, the 
M a r m e  c l a n  
h a d  t o  h o l d  
off some com­
p e t i t o r s  w h o  
were nipping 
at their heels. 
Following closely behind 
the Marmes were Alex Madar/ 
Miholich at 54, and Clinton 
Zane/Nick Heyd with a 55. 
These groups of senior friends 
are all past IM Golf Champions 
and were hoping to capture an­
other t-shirt. It appears they'll 
have to practice for the spring 
if they want to leave in a blaze 
of glory. 
COURTESY OF DAN MULVILLE 
Participants in this year's Intramural Golf Tournament consider their approach as 
they prepare to putt. 
In a promising debut, the 
father-son duo of freshman 
Alex Owen and his dad Adam, 
posted a low score to tie for 
second place. 
In addition to the overall 
champion, prizes were awarded 
in several contests. Junior Gar­
rett Lipus braved a "sucker pin," 
next to a perilously close sand 
trap, and won the the Closest-
To-Pin on no. 18, a 109 yard 
par three. 
F r e s h m a n  A l e x  P l u m b  
showed Tiger Woods-like pow­
er on the eighth hole, driving 
the green from 339 yards and 
bombing the competition in the 
longest drive contest. 
Each of the contest winners 
received a $25 gift certificate 
from Golfsmith. 
A l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e c e i v e d  
lunch, a sleeve of balls and 
range cards for Tecolote Can­
yon. 
Top 10 Group 
Finishers 
1. Mero and Kyle Marme 
shot a 53. 
2. Mero and Tim Marme 
shot a 53. 
3. Alex Madar and Kyle 
Miholich shot a 54. 
4. Alex and Adam Owen 
shot a 54. 
5. Bob and Alex Plumb 
shot a 55. 
6. Clint Zane and Nick 
Heyd shot a 56. 
7. Andrew Boylan and 
Garrett Lipus shot a 56. 
8. Nick and Tony Cassasa 
shot a 60. 
9. Ian Metzger and Geoff 
Appleyard shot a 60. 
10. Eric Oakley and Mike 
Mona shot a 60. 
mm 
Tips from the Health Center... 
Margaret Baker 
Student Health Center, Health 
Educator 
This flu season, USD's 
Health Center wants to 
remind students that their 
health can impact their 
studies. 
In 2004, USD partici­
pated in the National Col­
lege Health Assessment 
Survey. Data from the 
study revealed that ap­
proximately half of the 
USD students surveyed 
experienced some type 
of academic impairment, 
such as a lower test or 
class grade, as a result of 
being ill with an upper re­
spiratory infection (cold, 
sore throat, sinus infec­
tion, etc) or the flu. 
Not only was academic 
performance impacted, 
but students were less 
able to enjoy their leisure 
time activities, and some 
became severely ill. Flu 
symptoms are similar to 
those of colds, only more 
severe. These include: 
fever, headache, fatigue, 
cough, sore throat, runny/ 
stuffy nose, muscle aches, 
nausea, vomit and diar­
rhea. 
Simple behaviors such 
as covering your mouth 
with a tissue, or coughing/ 
sneezing into your sleeve 
(not hands), washing your 
hands frequently with soap 
and warm water, getting 
plenty of rest and staying 
home when sick can go a 
long way to prevent some­
one from becoming ill. 
The current recommen­
dations from the Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC) 
are to vaccinate anyone at 
increased risk for severe 
complications from flu. 
This year, an additional 
group of focus for vacci­
nation is students living 
in residence halls. The 
October 2006 Physician's 
Bulletin from the County 
of San Diego Health and 
Human Services Agency 
states: 
"Students or other per­
sons in institutional set­
tings (i.e. those who live 
in dormitories) should 
be encouraged to receive 
vaccinations to minimize 
the disruption of routine 
activities during epidem­
ics, and persons who wish 
to reduce their chance of 
catching influenza." 
The Cold and Flu Pre­
vention Task Force, part of 
the Committee for Health 
and Wellness Initiatives 
(CoHWI), (a coalition of 
students, faculty and staff 
working to improve cam­
pus wellness) is partnering 
with the Student Health 
Center to promote cold| 
and flu prevention. 
A campus-wide flu vac­
cine campaign is planned 
for Oct. 17- Nov. 22. Dur­
ing this time, special "flu 
clinics" are planned for 
Tuesdays, from 10:30-
2:30 in the "vaccine tent" 
in front of the Student 
Health Center. 
The FluVaccine can 
be administered by shot 
($20) or by intranasal 
spray ($25). 
On Halloween, (Tues., 
Oct. 31) the Student 
Health Center staff will 
be giving flu shots and dis­
tributing Cold Care Kits in 
front of the UC from 11a. 
m.- 1p.m. 
Please stop by, or check 
the Student Health Center 
website at: www.sandi-
ego.edu/healthcenter for 
more information on flu 
prevention. 
Arts & Culture 
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Where have all the 
pay phones gone? 
Poet reads on 
Andrew Marzoni 
Arts & Culture Editor 
I'm the kind of person who often 
conveniently "forgets" his cell phone. 
This is not a habit I'm particularly 
proud of; however, the sense of inner 
peace and liberation that comes along 
with it is incomparable - especially 
when I'm expecting phone calls from 
my editors asking why I haven't yet 
turned in my assignments. 
Such a situation arose just the other 
night when I was at a restaurant. I 
started feeling guilty about the fact 
that I'd been virtually inaccessible all 
day long, so I got up from the table and 
headed toward the restroom, assuming 
that there would be a pay phone from 
which I could check my messages. To 
my surprise, there was no pay phone. 
Suddenly, I realized that I hadn't 
actually seen a pay phone anywhere, 
let alone in a restaurant, in a very long 
time. This realization made me feel 
angry, confused, and alone and leads 
me to ask the question, why has the 
pay phone ceased to exist? 
Of course, the answer to that ques­
tion is painstakingly obvious: the per­
vasiveness of cell phone culture has 
rendered pay phones obsolete. 
However, this frustrates me. It 
makes me think about a time in my 
youth when I was increasingly tough 
- a time I used a pay phone - because, 
in my view, pay phones represent a 
kind of toughness that is dying in our 
society. 
One night when I was sixteen, I 
went out to dinner with my parents 
and a business associate of my father. 
After dinner, the adults decided to see 
a Kevin Spacey movie whose name 
slips my mind, and I was more or less 
obligated to accompany them. It just so 
happens, however, that my girlfriend 
had broken up with me that very day. 
Now in all honesty, the girl that I 
speak of wasn't really my girlfriend 
- she was a rather indifferent girl with 
whom I was unhealthily obsessed and 
simply let me refer to her as my girl­
friend for about two weeks because it 
made her life easier. In breaking up 
with me, she was essentially telling 
me to stop calling her my girlfriend 
- that was the only change in our re­
lationship. 
Anyway, about halfway through 
the movie (after my father's business 
partner had fallen fast asleep and was 
snoring in the seat next to me) I ex­
cused myself from the theatre on the 
pretense that I had to use the restroom. 
I was slightly drunk as a result of the 
small glass of Bailey's I was offered at 
the dinner table, and I thought it would 
be a great idea to give my newly ex-
girlfriend a call. 
Now, keep in mind, this was back 
in 2001, before children were given 
their first cell phones along with their 
first pair of training pants. So, I dug 
up the change I had in my pocket and 
dialed her number on the pay phone in 
the lobby of the theatre. 
What happened next isn't important 
(except to say that I somehow lost 
my ticket stub in the process and was 
forced to sit on a bench outside of the 
theatre for the remainder of the film). 
What is important is that in calling this 
poor girl, I felt incredibly tough. I was 
emotionally unstable, weak and naive, 
and there I was, making a spontaneous, 
bad decision. 
But I felt good about it, because I 
was using a pay phone. 
It is my view that pay phones are 
a symbol of that which is not well 
thought out; the soon-to-be-regretted 
phone call. Using a pay phone entails 
making an unexpected call from a 
number unknown to both you and the 
party you are calling - it is a formula 
for bad decision-making. 
Whether it's John Cusack calling 
his ex-girlfriend in the rain from a 
payphone across the street from her 
house, or Colin Farrel picking up a pay 
phone that is ringing inexplicably, the 
lifting of a phone receiver in a booth 
on the street is an omen of future regret 
- something I feel is lacking in today's 
society. 
Sure, it can be argued that cell 
phones cater themselves just as nicely 
to bad decisions as pay phones do, 
maybe even better; however, it's the 
follow-through that's important. 
Walking down the street to find 
a pay phone, then scrounging up 
change to make a call shows much 
more dedication to a bad choice than 
reaching for your pocket and pushing 
two buttons. The reason pay phones 
are tough is because the caller knows 
what he is doing is a bad idea, and he 
doesn't care. In fact, he even pays fifty 
cents to do it. 
My critics may say to me, "Andrew, 
you know, pay phones can be used for 
much more than broken-hearted calls 
to lost loves." To these critics, I have 
one question to ask: when was the last 
time you saw a pay phone? 
Courtesy of Joseph Jeon 
Meena Alexander reads her poetry in Manchester Auditorium. 
Natalie Zanzucchi 
Editor-in-Chief 
The third year of the Lindsay Cropper 
Writers Series opened this Mon. with In­
dia-born poet, novelist and scholar, Meena 
Alexander. Alexander read from two col­
lections of poetry, "Raw Silk" and "liber­
ate Heart," to an overflowing auditorium 
at Manchester Conference Center. 
The series is part of an ongoing 
memorium to 1998 USD alumna Lindsay 
Cropper, who died in 2000. Her parents, 
Dorothy and Barry Cropper, continue to 
support the Writers Series by bringing au­
thors to read their own work and conduct 
workshops with USD student-writers. 
Alexander's poetry is a reflection of 
events - personal, historical and contem­
porary - which USD Professor of English, 
Irene Williams explains as "changing the 
world one reader at a time." 
As she read her alliteration-filled po­
etry, Alexander annunciated each sound 
as carefully as it had been chosen for the 
page. Words rolled from her mouth as 
each punctuation mark and pause floated 
beneath her upward facing chin. 
After Alexander's first two poems, 
she explained to the audience that her 
poetry often comes in pairs. I pictured 
her, in India, in Sudan, in Britain and in 
New York - all the places she has, at one 
time or another, called home - carrying 
the black notebook she described, with 
the beginning of a poem written on either 
side of the page. 
Her poetry is as romantic and dramatic 
as the image of her standing still in a crowd 
scrawling in her black notebook. She read 
a poem she wrote for her daughter, now a 
college student, and then 14, called "Green 
Parasol." The poem weaves together real 
and imagined pictures of her daughter at 
various stages in her life: at ballet, reading 
"Their Eyes Were Watching God," instant 
messaging and finally rising, as a "little 
phoenix" over the "Bronx river" to "light 
up the broken avenues of desire." 
Maintaining her mother-daughter mini-
theme Alexander immediately read "Raw 
Silk," a poem she had written for her own 
mother upon discovering a piece of silk 
she had given her was missing. 
"Open the door or I'll faint hearing am-
ma's voice - / Where is the silk from your 
grandmother's sari?" the poem opens. The 
poem, divided into three parts, as is typical 
of much of Alexander's poetry, carries the 
reader or audience through Alexander's 
childhood - memorizing poetry at a Brit­
ish school in Sudan - through war, moving 
to a new land and back to an image of her 
mother with "silkworms/ dancing in the 
firmament/ above [her] head." 
Her poetry travels and is inundated 
with the color indigo. I asked Alexan­
der about the reocurring color and she 
explained that British colonizers forced 
Indian farmers to grow indigo as a cash 
crop. "Indigo is a very loaded image for 
me," she said. "It is a color loaded with 
pain, tragedy and beauty." 
Alexander describes her grandparents 
as "Gandhians," part of the non-violent 
struggle against the colonization of India. 
She explained the contusion she felt as a 
young girl instilled with Gandhian ideals 
and witnessing a world full of war. My 
favorite poem of the evening is one part of 
Alexander's "Letters to Gandhi: A Poem 
in Four Parts." 
"Dear Mr. Gandhi," the poem casually 
begins. "Please say something/ about the 
carnage in your home state/ ... / What 
has happened to ahimsa?" Alexander 
explained the inspiration for this poem 
as a time in which she traveled with a 
friend, a member of the People's Union 
for Democratic Rights, through Gandhi's 
home state in India listening to the testi­
monies of people who had suffered human 
rights abuses. 
Alexander exudes an air of worldliness. 
She spoke her poems slowly, carefully and 
almost painstakingly while, every once in 
a while, passing a hand through her dark 
hair and looking at the audience from 
behind lowered eyelids. Her last poem, 
an uncollected poem called "Love in the 
afternoon" left me haunted by the image 
of a woman "lips moist with voiceless 
syllables" and wondering "who will pluck 
them into words?" 
Alexander conducted a workshop 
with a group of student-writers on Tues. 
"It's hard to be a poet," she told me. "It's 
a lonely thing ... I think I would say [to 
aspiring writers], 'whatever you do, don't 
give up ... and don't throw lines away.'" 
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Bob Saget goes from Danny Tanner to bad fourteen year-old boy 
The comedian tells us about his new movie, game show and tour in our exclusive interview 
Kate Sullivan 
Chief Copy Editor 
It's not every day you get to speak 
with a prominent 90s icon of family 
values, so when The Vista asked me to 
interview Bob Saget about his Oct. 20 
stand-up show at Spreckels Theatre, 
needless to say I was a little nervous. 
Lucky for me, Bob has been busy 
with many new projects since his well-
known roles on TV's "Full House" and 
"America's Funniest Home Videos," 
including directing a major-motion pic­
ture, "Farce of the Penguins," hosting 
an NBC game show, "1 vs. 100," and 
peddling laughs in his stand-up comedy 
tour, all of which he was happy to talk 
with me about. 
Vista: What can we expect from your 
show at Spreckels on Oct. 20? 
Bob: Well it's definitely an R-rated 
show; it's not family stuff. And it's 
not as dirty as "The Aristocrats." It's 
something you can bring people too. I 
talk about relationships and my three 
daughters, and of course I talk about 
"Full House" and "America's Funniest 
Home Videos" because people know me 
from that, and I tell them crazy behind-
the-scenes stuff that people probably 
want to know.. .some of it's true. 
Vista: Do you feel that people impose 
that image of the wholesome, neat-freak 
Danny Tanner on you and get surprised 
when they see your stand-up? 
Bob: Not too much anymore; I've 
done so many things, you know. And 
that's why I like selling out colleges and 
theaters now; I'm so lucky. I didn't sell 
tickets like this years ago. It all started 
when I did that cameo on "Half Baked" 
after I did the movie "Dirty Work," 
[and] then it kind of snowballed and I 
started performing at more colleges, and 
then they saw me on "Entourage," and 
that was the straight guy on the show. 
Straight meaning, the guy without the 
jokes. I was a goober, and I kinda am; 
I'm kind of an awkward guy; I still have 
a geekiness to me. 
Vista: I know you have a lot of proj­
ects that are going on right now that 
I 'm sure not a lot of people know about; 
you've got the new game show; you've 
got "Farce of the Penguins," and your 
set, so what work are you most proud 
of? 
Bob: I think my favorite things are 
my standup and directing movies. 
Directing movies is a very long term 
thing; I've been working on "Pen­
guins" for nine, ten months, and it's a 
comedy/documentary/love story; some 
of it works, I think very well, some of 
it works okay. Directing a movie is a 
very hard thing to do. I'd like to direct 
a movie with people in it, rather than 
penguins, but I really love my movie. 
And I put my blood in it, and it's so silly 
that it's a silly movie. But in standup I 
put everything I have in it, so when I 
come to San Diego and do that show, 
that hour is my time with that audience 
and I'm really appreciative, because 
I've never had people know who I was 
until now. 
Vista: I guess my last question for 
you would be, where can all the USD 
students buy you a drink after the 
show? 
Bob: Oh, that's sweet! I'll ask the 
audience and see what they want to do. 
I might even take them up on it. 
Bob Saget plays at Spreckels Theatre 
tomorrow at 8 p.m. Tickets range from 
$32.75-$37.75 so come out and buy a 
drink for the man who dustbusted his 
way into our hearts. 
To read the full transcript of our 
interview with Bob Saget, go online to 
www. sandiego. edu/vista. 
Bob Saget brings his stand-up to San Die 
then they saw me in "The Aristocrats." 
It's not that bad, I mean, I drop the f-
bomb, and I do what I do. But I don't 
do anything to offend anybody, I'm just 
having all the fun, you know. I'm like 
a bad fourteen year-old-boy. I think 
that "Entourage" really did a lot for me 
as an actor, even though I was playing 
myself supposedly. It was smoking a 
bong and hanging out with hookers. I 
was on Conan a few months back and 
he said, "Why did you do 'Entourage' 
and play yourself...smoking a bong and 
hanging out with hookers?" I'm like, 
"I've never even been with a hooker," 
and Conan said, "I didn't ask." And I 
do think it's the whole opposite day; 
this is the guy from "Full House," I 
can't believe he's doing this; they come 
knowing it, some people don't, and all I 
want to be is funny and entertain people. 
www.myspace.com/bobsaget 
)'s Spreckels Theatre this Friday night. 
I don't go out to be, hopefully, ever, a 
one trick joke. 
Vista: Did you consciously reshape 
your image or is this just who you are 
and people didn't know you as that? 
Bob: Well yeah, like I said, while 
["Full House" and "America's funni­
est Home Videos"] were in the top ten, 
I did an HBO special and I said f*ck 
about 12 times in it. My comedy was 
always dirty; not dirty, but sick. One of 
my first jokes that I wrote when I was 
17 was, "I have the brain of a German 
shepherd and the body of a 16 year-old 
boy and they're both in my car and 
I want you to see them." And yeah, 
people do think the character [Danny 
Tanner] is you, and how in the hell 
could I be that guy? Who is that guy? 
Yes, I have used a dustbuster; yes I 
hug my kids because I love them, but 
Editor's Picks 10/19 -10/25 
Thursday, October 19 
"The U.S. vs. John Lennon" 
closes @ 
La Jolla Village Cinemas 
8879 Villa La Jolla Dr. 
La Jolla, California 92037 
Friday, October 20 
Bob Saget @ 
Spreckels Theatre 
121 Broadway 
San Diego, California 92101 
"Shortbus" opens @ 
Landmark's Ken Cinema 
4061 Adams Ave. 
San Diego, California 92116 
Saturday, October 21 
The Secret Machines @ 
Soma 
3350 Sports Arena Blvd. 
San Diego, CA 92110 
Dashboard Confessional @ 
Cox Arena 
5500 Canyon Crest Dr. 
San Diego, California 92182 
Sunday, October 22 Monday, October 23 Tuesday, October 24 
Bob Dylan 
The Kings of Leon @ 
Cox Arena 
5500 Canyon Crest Dr. 
San Diego, California 92182 
Bonnie Prince Billy @ 
Belly Up Tavern 
143 South Cedros Ave. 
Solana Beach, California 92075 
"The Crucible" opens @ 
USD's Studio Theatre 
The Album Leaf @ 
Belly Up Tavern 
143 South Cedros Ave. 
Solana Beach, California 92075 
www.dn.se 
Bob Dylan plays with The Kings of Leon this Sunday at Cox Arena. 
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Concert etiquette is too often ignored 
How to dress, act and make the most of your concert-going experience 
Christie Osborne 
Staff Writer 
Concerts. You are either a weekly 
attendee or just go once a year. You 
buy your ticket months in advance or 
the night of. 
You make your pilgrimage alone, in 
pairs or even in large groups. You dress 
to fit the scene or sport jeans, a t-shirt 
and your best concert shoes. Whatever 
your rituals, you have certain expecta­
tions for your experience that extend 
beyond the artist or venue. You expect 
that other audience members will follow 
unwritten laws of behavior and attire 
while at shows. 
This concert etiquette has been es­
tablished over the years, and I am here 
to outline it so you can avoid the ire of 
seasoned gig vets. The edicts of live 
shows vary depending on genre, but I 
will do my best to isolate some universal 
dos and don'ts. 
Attire: Before leaving the house, keep 
in mind your apparel. Remember that 
you are going to the show for the music; 
your dress should be practical. The hard­
est and fastest rule I can give is to not 
wear the shirt of the band you're going to 
see. Buddy, we know you like the band. 
That's why you bought the ticket. 
For the ladies, the realm of attire is 
especially important. Unless you are 
seated at a stadium—which probably 
means you don't go to many shows—you 
will be physically interacting with other 
fans. 
You will be packed tightly against 
strangers; thus skirts, heels, and flip-flops 
serve absolutely no purpose in the arena 
of live music. Girls in stilettos: you make 
me uncomfortable just looking at your 
feet. Do your back a favor and spring for 
a pair of Chucks. Also, I know that your 
'Bows' are "so comfortable," but I don't 
want to hear complaints when your toes 
get trampled on, or if you lose a flip-flop 
when the crowd shifts. 
However, actions speak louder than 
clothes. Your behavior upon arrival to the 
show can trump any image you attempt 
to put forth with your fashion. 
Personal space is virtually non-exis­
tent, so each fan must show a level of 
Graphic by Ashton Teske 
respect to others in the name of having 
a good time—this is how mosh pits can 
develop into ephemeral communities. 
If you have carefully staked out a place 
near the front before the openers, you 
can expect that there are hundreds of 
other fans who want that spot. Stand 
your ground as they try to muscle their 
ways forward, but don't raise hell if 
someone stands in front of you. These 
things happen. 
Participation: Once the music has 
started, you should do a few things. Do 
sing along to songs you know. You are 
allowed. 
I know that hipsters encourage apathy 
at shows, but as long as you aren't louder 
than the music, have at it. Dance—space 
permitting. Music is all about getting 
into the groove, so don't worry if you 
think you can't. Nobody cares, and nei­
ther should you. Finally, make friends 
with your neighbors; they are here for the 
same reason; make the musical experi­
ence communal. 
What not to do: Here are some be­
haviors that can ruin the musical experi­
ence for others: Girls, don't screech. No 
one will be your friend. Also, flirting with 
the security guards will not guarantee 
you backstage access. 
If you don't know a song, this does 
not mean that you are allowed to talk 
through it. Get hip to the lyrics or keep 
your mouth shut, but don't ruin things 
for those who care. 
Finally, a few words on cell phones. 
They aren't lighters, and they will never 
look cool when hoisted over your head 
during a slow jam. 
And don't call your friends who are 
unfortunate enough to miss the show and 
hold up your phone. They can't hear the 
music. I promise. 
Overall, enjoy yourself at shows but 
not at the expense of other fans. One 
bad fan can ruin a perfect show, so be 
mindful of your fellow concert-goers. 
And go to shows. Often. One of the best 
ways to find out about new bands is to 
go to a show. 
Smaller venues generally have cheap­
er tickets, and you can really experience 
shows. Plus, you'll soon become a con­
cert expert, and you can spout off valu­
able behavioral cues to your friends. 
Join The Vista staff! 
Build your resume, 
receive upper division credit, 
become a guest writer, staff 
writer or editorial assistant. 
Stop by The Vista office in UC 
114B for more 
information or e-mail us at 
editor @ usdvista.com 
ARE YOU IN A BAND? 
The Vista is now accepting 
demo submissions for 
review. 
Drop off your demo CDs, 
mp3s or cassettes in 
The Vista office or e-mail 
Andrew Marzoni 
Arts & Culture Editor 
amarzoni @ usdvista.com 
Thursday, October 19, 2006 Arts & Culture The Vista 
Aided by technology, contemporary 
artists change concept of the album 
Christie Osborne 
Staff Writer 
Fifty years ago, if you asked 
a college student to show you 
his album collection, he might 
have given you a weird look 
and shown you his pile of 
45s with a song on each side. 
Thirty years ago, the same 
question would gain you access 
to a stack of LPs in cardboard 
with plastic covers to keep 
them "mint," and maybe some 
cassettes. In the 90s, the avid 
music fan drowned in a sea of 
CDs and jewel cases. Now, 
when I ask someone to show 
me his albums, I receive a weird 
look, and most people show me 
their iPods. 
The concept of an album 
was developed in the mid to 
late 1960s, largely by artists 
like Bob Dylan, The Who and 
the Beach Boys. Ever wonder 
why all you can find of 50s 
artists like Buddy Holly are 
greatest hits collections? Well 
kids, before the gods of 60s 
rock hijacked record labels 
and demanded the ability to 
record the full length of a 12" 
LP record, artists produced 
singles, but rarely albums. 
Anything beyond a single was 
used as "filler" to get fans to re­
purchase the singles in album 
format. 
It wasn't until bands like 
the Beatles requested to spend 
days, weeks and even months 
in the studio that the concept of 
an album emerged in the public 
consciousness. 
Artists began to see albums 
as synergetic—greater than 
the sum of the songs (i.e. "Pet 
Sounds") and aligned ideas to 
produce albums with thematic 
ties and storylines—develop­
ing the notion of a "concept 
album" like "Tommy" and "Sgt. 
Pepper's." This expanded into a 
musical phenomenon through­
out the next fifteen years, em­
braced notably by bands like 
Pink Floyd. 
However, in the wake of 
MTV culture, popular albums 
took a nosedive in the inter­
est of producing hit singles 
with ten tracks of filler, more 
commonly referred to as crap. 
In the past five years, more 
popular bands have made a 
decisive push towards creat­
ing epic albums, not just good 
songs: think "American Idiot" 
and "Stadium Arcadium." 
With this in mind, the faces 
of albums have still morphed 
into something entirely differ­
ent than they were a decade 
ago. Now albums can be down­
loaded digitally without album 
art or lyrics that enhance the 
material product. Or, a "fan" 
can acquire just one song. This 
is beneficial to single-driven 
artists, but technology has sac­
rificed the concept of an album 
in the interest of convenience. 
Many artists (Barenaked 
Ladies, Nine Inch Nails) have 
embraced the digital means of 
distribution by offering incen­
tives to fans who purchase their 
songs online - bonus tracks, 
presale concert tickets, etc. 
- but few are taking steps to 
encourage the purchase of a 
tangible product. Enter Beck. 
His new album, "The Infor­
mation," offers a DVD of low-
budget videos complete with 
purchase of the album along 
with bonus tracks. I know, 
these things are available if 
you buy the album on iTunes, 
but if you buy the album at a 
retailer you get free stickers. 
Now that's incentive. 
The concept of what an 
album is and should be has 
moved to the internet, and iPod 
culture reigns supreme. Keep 
in mind that, no matter how 
convenient, a file on a computer 
can never provide the same 
aesthetic experience as unwrap­
ping an album and digging 
through the liner notes. 
What are you 
listening to? 
This is where we tell you 
what should be on your iPod 
Christie Osborne's Top 10 Punk albums 
"Recipe for Hate" - Bad Religion 
"Kerplunk!" - Green Day 
"Black Sails in the Sunset" - AFI 
"Back in the USA" - The MC5 
"13 Songs" - Fugazi 
"Anthem" - Less Than Jake 
"So Long and Thanks for All the Shoes" - NOFX 
"From Here to Infimary" - Alkaline Trio 
"And Out Come the Wolves" - Rancid 
"Drunken Lullabyes" - Flogging Molly 
Andrew Marzoni's Top 10 Punk Albums 
"London Calling" - The Clash 
"Never Mind the Bollocks" - The Sex Pistols 
"Unknown Pleasures" - Joy Division 
"Ramones" - The Ramones 
"Marquee Moon" - Television 
"Guitar Romantic" - The Exploding Hearts 
"Raw Power" - Iggy & the Stooges 
"Life's A Riot With Spy vs. Spy" - Billy Bragg 
"The Scream" - Siouxsie and the Banshees 
"The Libertines" - The Libertines 
Good Odds Improv prepares for its fall 
Sam Woolley 
Staff Writer 
As a student barraged with 
the large selection of extra­
curricular groups on campus, 
it's easy to lose track of what 
our school has to offer. One 
group in particular stands out 
in the arts sector of USD's 
extracurricular lineup: Good 
Odds Improv, USD's off-the-
wall improvisational comedy 
company. 
Good Odds was started in 
2003 by Chris Rogers (USD 
class of 2005). Auditions were, 
and still are, left open to any­
one on campus. 
That year seven people 
showed up to try out, five girls 
and two guys, and all were 
selected. 
It was the girl to guy ratio 
of the original members that 
prompted the name "Good 
Odds" (that is for the guys 
anyway). 
It's obvious that Good Odds 
has really taken off since its 
inception. It has gone from 
having 30 people in the audi­
ence in 2003 to a full house of 
150 in 2006. 
This year is the last year 
for the remaining founding 
members, like USD senior 
Annie Toth, so an awesome 
group of performances can be 
expected. 
Good Odds is usually rooted 
in improvisational comedy, but 
also branches out into skits and 
other forms of comedic acting. 
Their style of improv is best 
compared to "Whose Line is it 
Anyway?" 
Because Good Odds de­
pends on people who can think 
at the spur of the moment, any 
diva attitudes are left obsolete, 
which is refreshing. The act­
ing in Good Odds "all comes 
completely off the cuff, and 
really sharpens you as an actor 
because it keeps you fresh and 
in the moment," says Toth. 
One of the great things about 
Good Odds' philosophy is that 
they believe in getting the 
audience involved as well, so 
everyone winds up having a 
great time. 
Toth describes Good Odds 
simply as "spending two hours 
laughing with your friends." 
Who could ask for more in an 
extracurricular? 
The upcoming show, which 
is scheduled tentatively for 
Nov. 3, is, according to Toth, 
Courtesy of Lori Fiori 
Members of Good Odds Improv perform in last spring's sketch comedy show in Shiley Theatre. 
"all about going back to the 
basics." 
The troupe is looking to 
return to the style with which 
they began, absolute improvi­
sation. 
A sudden influx of new 
members will provide a good 
selection of talent for the final 
eight people who will actually 
perform in the show. 
In the future, Good Odds 
hopes to do more with and 
for the USD and San Diego 
communities with workshops 
for kids or benefit shows. Last 
year, Good Odds did a sketch 
comedy act with the Beta 
Fraternity to raise nearly $600 
towards juvenile diabetes. 
Whatever the case, Good 
Odds has shown themselves 
to be a conscious and hilarious 
institution at USD. 
Sports 19 
Anthony Gentile Sports Editor agentile@usdvista.com 
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Before Monday night's 
game at Arizona, I really did 
not think that the Chicago 
Bears, or their defense, were 
anything special. But the Bears 
won me over by coming back 
from the dead at Arizona. 
What most impressed me 
about the Bears comeback was 
how they did it: with only de­
fense and a punt return. Robbie 
Gould's 23-yard field goal in 
the third quarter was the only 
scoring that the offense could 
take credit for. 
Chicago quarterback Rex 
Grossman was absolutely ter­
rible. He alone accounted for 
all of the Bears' six turnovers. 
There was absolutely no way 
that the Bears offense was go­
ing to score. 
Chicago's defense must 
have realized this, because they 
took matters into their own 
hands. Just before the end of 
the third quarter, Bears' safety 
Mike Brown took a fumble 
three yards into the endzone. 
Down 23-10, the Bears of­
fense failed to convert on fourth 
down. The next play, however, 
Brian Urlacher stripped the 
ball from Edgerrin James, and 
Charles Tillman picked up the 
fumble and raced 40 yards to 
cut Arizona's lead to on six. 
After the Bears' defense 
stopped the Cardinals, Chi­
cago's Devin Hester took the 
ensuing punt 83 yards for a 
touchdown. The Bears' come­
back was now complete: 21 
points in 13 minutes. 
Some of this comeback can 
be attributed to a collapse by 
the Cards. But the reality is 
that the Bears' defense imposed 
their will on the Cardinals and 
decided not to lose. 
Chicago's defense is the 
best in the NFL. They are so 
good that they can win without 
any help from their offense, as 
they proved against Arizona. 
The Bears' defense alone 
makes them the best team 
in football. If the adage that 
defense wins championships 
holds true this year, the Lom-
bardi Trophy could be in the 
Windy City in a couple of 
months. 
The Toreros' men's soccer 
team lost to the Loyola Mary-
mount University Lions 3-2 on 
Sunday at newly named Walter J. 
Zable Field at Torero Stadium. 
Sunday's match was the sec­
ond time in three days that the 
two teams faced off. On Thurs­
day, the Toreros tied the Lions 
1-1 in Los Angeles. 
On an overcast day, with the 
field was in less than pristine 
condition, the Lions exploded 
out of the gate. The scoring be­
gan when LMU senior forward 
Bobby Burling had a one-on-one 
opportunity with senior Torero 
goalkeeper Lance Friesz. Burl­
ing took a low shot to the left 
corner, which hit the cross bar 
and trickled in to give LMU a 
1-0 lead less than three minutes 
into the game. 
Soon after, in the game's sixth 
minute, LMU freshman defender 
Wilkie Johnson headed in junior 
midfielder Trini Gomez's comer 
to extend the Lions' lead to 2-0. 
Just two minutes later, Burling 
scored his second goal of the half 
on an assist from junior defender 
Adam Sloustcher. 
Only ten minutes into the 
game the Toreros already had a 
three-goal deficit to overcome. 
"We came out flat," USD senior 
forward Ryan Guy said. "There 
was too much hesitation." 
Despite the early onslaught by 
LMU, the Toreros kept fighting. 
Guy put USD on the board in the 
20th minute, scoring on a beau­
tifully played ball from senior 
forward Michael Caso. 
In the game's 30th minute, 
Guy returned the favor, assisting 
Caso's header that beat LMU 
senior keeper Robert Flores. 
Suddenly, the Toreros had all the 
momentum. 
"We kept our composure," 
Guy said. "Instead of panicking 
we showed a lot of heart out 
there." 
The Toreros went into half-
time trailing 3-2, but having 
controlled the last 35 minutes of 
the frame. They outshot the Lions 
seven to six and had nine fouls 
compared to LMU's 16. 
The high number of fouls from 
both teams reflected the physical 
nature of the first half. Torero ju­
nior midfielder Dustin Guerrero 
picked up a yellow card only 22 
seconds-into the game. LMU's 
Sloustcher also received a yellow 
card early in the match. As usual, 
there was a considerable amount 
of pushing and shoving between 
the two rivals. 
"It's always a battle against 
these guys," Guy said. "We 
played them back-to-back this 
week so there was some ill will 
out there." 
That ill will was apparent 
when Torero senior midfielder 
Kevin Meissner put his shoulder 
into an LMU player he thought 
was holding the ball too long 
after a foul call. Later, LMU 
keeper Flores gave Guy a shove 
after picking up a loose ball. 
There were also a number of hard 
tackles, mid-air collisions and 
heated exchanges in the game's 
first 45 minutes. 
The second half started out 
just as rough. Lions' senior de-
WEEK IN REVIEW 
Anthony Gentile 
Sports Editor 
USD Volleyball sweeps Port­
land, Gonzaga on road 
The Toreros had little trou­
ble in a pair of matches in the 
Pacific Northwest last week­
end. USD swept both Portland 
and Gonzaga to extend their 
current winning streak to six 
matches. 
Against Portland on Thurs­
day, senior outside hitter Kris-
ten Carlson led USD with 19 
kills and 17 digs. Sophomore 
setter Jessica Nyrop paced the 
attack with 46 assists. 
Freshman Andrea Csaszi 
and senior Laura Murphy 
stood out on defense. Csaszi 
COURTESY OF SCOTTPHOTO.NET/USD ATHLETICS 
USD senior forward Ryan Guy had a goal and an assist in the Tore­
ros' 3-2 loss against Loyola Marymount on Sunday. 
fender Michael Ogletree received 73rd minute, after receiving his 
a yellow card in the 54th minute. 
The physical nature of the game 
wore on the players, as neither 
team's offensive attack was 
nearly as potent after halftime. 
The Toreros had some solid 
scoring chances early in the sec­
ond half, but they were unable to 
convert. USD's offense took a hit 
when Guerrero was ejected in the 
second yellow card of the game. 
A late shot by Guy was saved 
by a diving Flores, preserving 
LMU's 3-2 victory. 
The win improves the Lions' 
overall to 7-5-2, and their WCC 
record to 3-2-2. The Toreros drop 
to 7-5-1 overall and 2-4-1 in con­
ference play. The Toreros' next 
game is on Friday at Gonzaga. 
had 15 kills and Murphy had 
11. 
Two days later, the Toreros 
hit .421 en route to sweeping 
Gonzaga. Dawson led the at­
tack with 17 kills, and Carlson 
recorded her 13th double-dou­
ble of the season with 14 kills 
and 11 digs. Nyrop directed the 
attack with 51 assists. 
On defense, USD limited 
the Bulldogs to a .230 hitting 
percentage for the match. In 
game one, Gonzaga hit .000 as 
the Toreros rolled 30-15. 
USD (16-4, 6-0 WCC) is 
ranked 20th in this week's 
CSTV/AVCA top-25 poll. 
They are in sole possession of 
first place in the WCC and host 
15th-ranked Santa Clara this 
Saturday at 1 p.m. 
Torero women's soccer beats 
no. 21 LMU 
In their only match of the 
week, USD women's soc­
cer took down 21st-ranked 
Loyola Marymount 2-1 on 
Sunday. The road victory 
was the Toreros first in the 
West Coast Conference this 
season. 
Senior forward Veronica 
Ambort scored the first goal 
of the match in the 56th min­
ute. Sophomore forward Tara 
Hodgson scored on a header 
15 minutes later to give the 
Toreros a 2-0 lead. Junior 
midfielder Leigh Ann Robin­
son set up both of the match's 
goals with crosses. 
The Lions added a goal in 
the 84th minute, but it was not 
enough to mount a comeback. 
USD (9-6-0, 1-2-0 WCC) 
hosts Gonzaga today and 
third-ranked Portland on Sun­




#13 Georgia Tech (5-1) at 
#12 Clemson (6-1) 
Saturday, 4:45 p.m. 
Georgia Tech has not lost 
since they fell to then second-
ranked Notre Dame at home. 
Reggie Ball is a very athletic 
quarterback and he has one of 
the nation's best wide receiv­
ers, Calvin Johnson, at his 
disposal. Ball and Johnson 
should test the Clemson sec­
ondary all game. 
Clemson is coming off of 
a 63-9 blowout win against 
Temple, and has won five 
straight games since losing 
to Boston College on Sept. 9. 
Will Proctor and James Davis 
lead a Clemson offense that 
is averaging over 40 points 
per game. It should be an 
offensive shootout in Death 
Valley. 
Pick: GT 41, Clemson 35 
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USD football dominates Valparaiso 
Toreros' 68-7 victory sets up first-place showdown with Drake in Des Moines 
Anthony Gentile 
Sports Editor 
Nationally ranked and com­
ing off of a blowout win, the 
USD football team could have 
been content with an average 
performance against Valparaiso 
on Saturday night. Instead, the 
Toreros turned in a completely 
dominant effort, dismantling the 
Crusaders 68-7 at Walter J. Zable 
Field at Torero Stadium. 
"I thought it was special," 
Toreros' head coach Jim Har-
baugh said. "I thought it was a 
dominant, special performance 
by our football team in all three 
phases: offense, defense, special 
teams." 
The game could not have 
started any better for the Tore­
ros, as sophomore J.T. Rogan 
returned the opening kickoff 93 
yards for a touchdown. Rogan 
said the running room that he had 
was due to great blocking and a 
strong middle wedge. 
By the time Rogan reached 
midfield, only Valparaiso kicker 
Mike Krieg stood in his way. 
Against Butler the week before, 
Rogan was taken down by the 
kicker on the opening kickoff. 
This week he made sure that did 
not happen. 
"I didn't want to put my foot 
in the ground and make a hard cut 
because the footing was a little 
slippery," Rogan said. "So I just 
kind of veered to the right, and 
then came back left, he slipped 
and the rest was history." 
It only took the Toreros three 
plays to get the ball back. On 
the Crusaders' second play from 
scrimmage, sophomore safety 
Patrick O'Neill picked off an 
overthrow by Valparaiso quar­
terback Ryan Doerffler. It was 
O'Neill's third interception of 
the season. 
The Torero offense did not 
waste any time putting another 
touchdown on the board, scor­
ing just over a minute later. On 
first and goal, junior quarterback 
Josh Johnson swung a pass out 
to senior fullback Jon Polk, who 
scored from five yards out. 
Two defensive stops and two 
touchdowns later, the Toreros 
had a commanding 28-0 lead, 
with three minutes remaining 
in the first quarter. Johnson 
completed all nine of his pass 
attempts in the first quarter and 
finished the game 18-for-23 
with 286 passing yards and three 
touchdowns. The junior also ran 
for a three-yard score in the third 
quarter. 
"We take pride in coming out, 
playing hard and putting on a 
show," Johnson said. 
The Toreros certainly put on 
a show against Valparaiso and 
took a 42-7 lead into halftime. 
Harbaugh let his team know dur­
ing the break that the tone of the 
game was not going to change. 
"I said that the backups are 
going to be going in and we want 
them to play at the same level 
that the starters are in there," 
Harbaugh said. 
USD did not let up in the 
second half. Freshmen running 
backs Brendan Feliczak and 
David Allen each scored touch­
downs, and sophomore Ben 
Hannula completed all five of his 
pass attempts for 43 yards. 
The Torero defense was also 
strong in the second half, shutting 
out Valparaiso. The Crusaders' 
only threat in the second half was 
thwarted when junior defensive 
end Jonathan Espe recovered a 
fumble on the USD 12-yard line 
in the third quarter. 
The Toreros' special teams 
got into the act again in the third 
quarter when redshirt fresh­
man Matt Shearer blocked a 
punt. Sophomore Mark Johnson 
scooped up the ball and took it to 
the Crusaders' 20-yard line. 
On USD's final offensive pos­
session, Labroi Walton put the 
finishing touches on the blowout 
victory. The sophomore running 
back scampered into the end-
zone from 12 yards out with 47 
seconds to play for USD's 10th 
touchdown of the game. 
In what Rogan called a great 
all-around game, the Toreros 
racked up 569 yards of total of­
fense while holding the Crusad­
ers to only 220 total yards. USD 
also had 28 first downs versus 14 
for Valparaiso. 
The USD offense picked apart 
the Crusaders with short passes, 
adding to a powerful rushing 
attack. The Toreros ended the 
game with 329 passing yards and 
240 yards on the grourid. 
Feliczak led the ground game 
with 92 yards and a touchdown 
on 10 carries. And Johnson's fa­
vorite target was junior tight end 
Chris Ramsey, who finished with 
eight catches for 90 yards. 
Defensively, the Toreros pun­
ished the Crusaders all night. In 
the first half, senior linebacker 
Kyson Hawkins led a unit that 
relentlessly pressured the quar­
terback. 
With their third straight PFL 
victory, USD improved to 6-0 
overall on the season. They also 
extended their nation-best 14-
game winning streak. 
For the second week in a 
row, USD holds the 21st spot 
in The Sports Network top-25 
poll. They are also ranked 16th 
in this week's College Sporting 
News Coaches poll and 20th in 
Don Hansen's Football Gazette 
top-40 poll. 
In this week's Sagarin ratings, 
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Safety Patrick O'Neill intercepted a pass on the Toreros' first 
defensive possession against Valparaiso. The sophomore transfer 
from Princeton has three interceptions this year. 
for I-A and I-AA, USD moved opponent to date on Saturday 
up seven spots to no. 72. They 
rank eighth for I-AA teams. 
Despite beating their first 
three PFL opponents by an aver­
age of 47.6 points, the Toreros 
remain focused. Harbaugh said 
this is due to the high standard 
that the team has set for itself. 
"We don't want to put any­
thing on tape that shows any of 
our opponents that we have a 
weakness or a guy taking a play 
off," Harbaugh said. "Nobody on 
this team wants to be that guy." 
Nobody has been that guy so 
far as the Toreros aim to make 
the I-AA postseason tournament 
for the first time in school histo­
ry. USD faces their toughest PFL 
when they head to Des Moines, 
Iowa to take on the Drake Bull­
dogs in a game that will decide 
the PFL championship. 
Drake is currently 6-1 overall 
with a 3-0 mark in PFL play. And 
the Bulldogs are ranked second 
in TSN I-AA mid-major poll. 
Last year, the Toreros beat 
Drake 31-26 at Torero Stadium. 
No matter what the outcome is 
this year, one thing is certain: 
the Toreros will not settle for an 
average outing. 
"We want to come out and put 
our hundred percent," Johnson 
said, "because we work too hard 
to come out and take a week 
off." 
Harbaugh, Toreros challenge Aztecs 
Anthony Gentile 
Sports Editor 
Toreros head football coach 
Jim Harbaugh has extended a for­
mal invitation to the San Diego 
State football program. Harbaugh 
wants the Aztecs to schedule the 
Toreros for next season. 
"We challenge them," Har­
baugh told The San Diego Union-
Tribune on Friday. "We challenge 
the Aztecs." 
Harbaugh clarified his com­
ments after Saturday's blowout 
win against Valparaiso. But he 
did not back down from them. 
"Well," Harbaugh said, "I 
was asked by a reporter if we 
would play San Diego State if 
they had open dates, and I said, 
'Yeah, sure. When, where?"' As 
of Friday, the Aztecs had two 
open home dates on their 2007 
schedule. 
Harbaugh insists that he is 
serious about the challenge. He 
said that his answer would have 
been the same had the reported 
asked him if he wanted to play 
USC, UCLA or Stanford. 
"I want our team to be ex­
posed to that level," Harbaugh 
said. "We're not scared to play 
anybody." 
The Toreros are 6-0 and have 
a nation best 13-game win streak. 
Meanwhile, the crosstown Az­
tecs are 0-5 and have a six-game 
losing streak dating back to last 
season. 
Although not the original 
intent, Harbaugh's comments 
have certainly stuck a chord with 
two of the team's leaders, junior 
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Toreros' head football coach 
Jim Harbaugh wants San Diego 
State to schedule USD next 
season. "We challenge the Az­
tecs," Harbaugh told the Union-
Tribune on Friday. 
Josh Johnson and sophomore J.T. 
Rogan. They also want to play 
San Diego State. 
"We loved it," Johnson said. 
"We want to play them. That's 
what we like - we like challenges 
around here. And our program 
is coming to that high of a level 
that we feel we could compete 
with them." 
Rogan hopes that future sched­
uling includes quality opponents, 
even if one of them is not San 
Diego State. 
"We strive to play the best 
football that we can play," Rogan 
said, "and so challenging [SDSU] 
- it's always something we 
speculate about, and something 
that probably won't happen. But 
we'd love to have the opportunity 
to play not only them but a lot 
of talented teams, talented I-AA 
scholarship teams." 
The main question then re­
mains: could the Toreros beat 
the Aztecs? This week's Sagarin 
rankings indicate that if the two 
teams played this weekend at 
Qualcomm Stadium, the Toreros 
would be 12-point favorites. 
"I feel like we'd give them a 
good game," Harbaugh said. "I 
feel like we could move the ball. 
I feel like we could get stops on 
defense." 
It appears that what Harbaugh 
really wants is a rivalry. An an­
nual football game between the 
Toreros and Aztecs could reju­
venate a city that is sometimes 
considered indifferent to sports. 
"I think it would be a good 
game," Harbaugh said. "I think 
it would be great for San Diego 
football." 
